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PREFACE. 



The author will not yentare to deny that he has heen 
more than gratified hy the kind reception which these 
little Tolames have met with, from all parties in the 
Ohnrch. He would fain hope, therefore, that he occu- 
pies the true ground for a hiographer. Had he merely 
succeeded in pleasing ons class of Churchmen, he would 
most signally have failed in his purpose. 

Taking sides with no party, he flatters himself that 
not a.shadow of partiality will he discovered in his at- 
tempts to delineate the characters of those good men 
who have adorned the Episcopate of our heloved 
Church. 

Many thanks are due to the Rev. Dr. Ck)leman, of 
Philadelpliia, the Rev. Dr. M* Jilton and the Rev. Ethan 
Allen, of Baltimore, the Rev. Daniel Henshaw, of Provi- 
dence, the Rev. J. A. Merrick, of Paris, Ky., and others, 
for the assistance which they have rendered, in furnish- 
ing materials for this work. 



Any one at all aeqaalnted with mankind, will at onea nndeniand that 
no man who la certain ofpoasoMing any particular advantage, ever man- 
ifeati mach aenslbility because another lays claim to it also. If it be 
auaworetl to tliis tliat the preienalon of "■ th6 Churvli** U exclusive, I sbaii 
admit it ia, and ** conclusive," too. It is nut exclusive, however, in the 
sense urged, since no one denies tliat there are many branches to *' the 
Church," although those branches do not embrace every thing. I would 
advise those who take offence at ** our"* atyling *« onrseivea** ** the Oharch," 
to style themselves "<^ Ohureh," Just aa tliey call all their parsons 
bishops, and see who will care abont it That is a toachatone which 
will soon separate the trae metal from the alloy. 

F(mnimor§ Ooopm^t I 
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A GLimrSB OF BISHOP HSN8HAW — HIS PEOULIABITIBS AB 
A PRBAOHER — BIRTH — AN ABISTOOBATIO PEDIGBBE — ^A 
LABGB FAMILY UNBAPTIZED — ^THE LITTLE TRUANT AT 
OHUROH — AN ATTGURT WHICH PROVED TRUE — APT RE- 
PLY — BOYHOOD FAIRLY PORTRAYED — ^REMOTAL TO VER- 
MONT — ONE EPISCOPAL CLERGYMAN — THE YOUNG COL- 
LEGIAN — "hush! I AM CATCHING MIOEP^ — THE BOY- 
BACHELOR. 

LTHOUGH the name of Dr. Henshaw 
had been familiar to the writer from 
his boyhood, it was never his privilege 
to see him but once. 
On the afternoon of an October day, 
1844, I went, with a fellow-student from the 
General Theological Seminary, to the Church 
of the Ascension, where an able and eloquent 
sermon was delivered by the Bishop of Rhode 
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Island, who had been conBecrated to that office 
about a year before. 

According to liis nsnal custom, it was deliv- 
ered without notes, haying been carefully com- 
mitted to memory; and thus, while securing 
all the advantages of an extemporaneous speak- 
er, the improprieties of undigested thought and 
crude expressions were most happily avoided. 
His dignified manner, his earnest tones and 
graceful gesticulation, and above all, the pure 
and unadulterated truths of the Gospel which 
he proclaimed, left a deep impression on every 
heart. 

Since his admission to the sacred ministry, 
the writer has derived much satisfaction from 
the perusal of the Bishop's "Theology for the 
People," and other minor works, and it is with 
the profoundest feelings of respect and venera- 
tion that he now enters upon the pleasing task 
of making known to otliers the particulars of 
his life. 

JoHK Fbentiss Ejswlby Hbnshaw was the 
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son of Daniel and Sarah Esther [Prentiss] 
Ilenshaw, apd was bom in Middletown, Con- 
necticut, on the 13th of June, 1792. 

Hie Bishop of Ehode Island was the fifth in 
descent from Joshua Ilenshaw, who, with his 
younger brother, was kidnapped for his estate, 
and sent to Dorchester, New England, from 
Liveri>ool, in 1666, aged about thirteen years. 
Tliis occurred during the days of Oliver Crom- 
well.* 

But it is quite too soon to be speaking of the 
Uttle Connecticut boy as a BisJwp — a title of 
honor and distinction for which he has full fifty 
years to wait. 

He was of Puritan descent, and although the 
Ilenshaws were good, and perhaps religious 

• The relative of Bishop Henshaw, who furnished the 
writer with tlie information contained in the al)oye para- 
g^ph, remarks, in a subsequent letter : " Joshua Henshaw 
returned to England in 1688, and prosecuted for the recovery 
of his estates, and with the exception of one visit paid to 
this country in 1700, remained there until his death in 1719. 
AU this leaves no doubt in my mind of the truth of the 
statement made before." 
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people, according to their standard, all as yet 
were nnbaptized. 

My readers, who in early infancy were made 
members of Christ and children of God in holy 
baptism, can never be too thankful for tliis 
inestimable privilege. 

When the future Bishop of Ehode Island 
was about three years old, he ran away from 
home one Sunday, and his little feet were heard 
pattering up the broad alloy of the Episcopal 
Church, and he was received into the pew of a 
friend of the family who recognized him, and 
surely augured from the circumstance, that he 
was destined to come into the Episcopal Church, 
although of Puritan stock. 

It certainly was an event that cast — ^not a 
shadow before it — ^but reflected its beautiful 
light upon the coming time. Another anecdote 
related often by his mother, was to this eflect. 
One day, while still a mere child, and he had 
been doing something very like a little boy, 
she said to him, ^' John, don't be a child 1" 
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He replied at once, without a moment's 
hesitation, " When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I thought as a child, but when I become 
a man, I shall put away childish things." 

It is so common, in the popular biographies 
of the day, to represent little boys and girls as 
being quite as gi-ave and well-mannered as 
their seniors, that I hesitated, at first, about 
the propriety of inserting one or two incidents 
which may perhaps bo considered of a trifling 
character, — ^but as my object is to write a 
true history, and not a fiction, I have finaUy 
concluded to present facts as they really oc- 
curred. 

"When Johnny Henshaw was four years old, 
and his third sister was born (there were-, 
twelve children in all), he sang out, 

' ' Three girls and nary boy but one, 
. And I'm my mother's only son !** 

This early disposition for rhyming does not; 

appear to have been cultivated in his after- 

years. 

2« 
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In the year 1800, when our hero was eight 
years of age, his father removed to Middlebury, 
Vermont 

That State, so remarkable for the beauty of 
its scenery, and for the intelligence and morality 
of its inhabitants, could only boast, at this pe- 
riod, of one Episcopal clergyman, the Rev. Mr, 
Brownson, of Arlington. Mr. Ilenshaw was 
at tliis time a man of good property, who do* 
voted himself very closely to business ; — ^and 
his son John woukl occasionally come into his 
oflSce, and ask for school-books, which were 
freely given. 

When twelve years old, the ambitious little 
student asked permission to be examined for 
admission to college! The father, much 
astonished, answered without hesitation, "You 
are too young;" but finally gave his con- 
sent. 

The examination was certainly creditable, 
but Hr. Henshaw was still doubtful of the pro- 
priety of the step. He now determined to con- 
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suit Ills old friend, Dr. Kewley, the Episcopal 
clergjman at Middletown, Connecticut, and for 
that purpose took John with hiin. 

Tlie doctor advised that he be allowed to 
pursue his studies, lest his ambition might be 
depressed, and suggested tliat he could then be 
sent as a resident graduate to some more famous 
institution. And so, in 1804, at the early age 
of twelve years, yonng Ilenshaw entered the 
Freshman class of Middlebury College. Being 
much younger than the other students — a mere 
boy, in fact — wo cannot expect to find him as 
sedate and sober as a man. 

Gifted by nature with a robust constitu- 
tion and a genial flow of animal spirits, he 
indulged in the sports peculiar to his ago, 
and sometimes was led to participate in the 
pranks of college students, for which elder 
persons are not disposed to make much al- 
lowance. 

On one occasion, when mischief was br,ewing 
among some of his wild associates, the little 
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freshman was stationed outside the door to keep 
watch against any alarm given to the Faculty. 
Suspicions, however, that all was not right had 
been awakened in the mind of one of the 
tutors, and he rapidly approached the suspect- 
ed room. 

"Hush! hush!" said the young urchin who 
was playing sentinel, and who pretended to 
think tliat it was one of his comrades, "hush I 
I am catching mice;" and getting softly down 
upon his feet, he seemed to be all intent upon 
this sport. The iinsuspecting officer tipped 
lightly back iipon his toes, and the conspiracy 
went on. 

This incident shows a ready invention and 
surprising promptness, but one would scarcely 
be able to argue from it that the actor would 
afterwards become one of tlie lights of tlie 
Church. 

Young Henshaw received his degree of 
Bachelor of Arts at the age of sixteen years. 
Few colleges, at this day, would wish to confer 
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its honors upon so youthful a graduate, and in 
most cases it would be better to be entering 
the classic halls than going forth at such a 
period of immaturity to begin the hard battle 
of life. 
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BB8IDBNT OBADVATS AT HABYABD — ^DAKOBB IN ▲ 8T0BM 
— " OOUBIN job" — ^TlfllT TO UI8 DIBTn-PLAOB— ATTBK1>- 
AKOB AT THB BPI600P4.L OBUBOH — THB BBYBBBVD 
JOHN KBWLBT — A MT8TBBT NOT EASILY BXPLAINBO — 
OUBIOUB INFOBM ATION WHIOH DB. MILNOB BBOBIYBD 
IN BNOULND — WHAT THB JESUITS HAYB DONE, AND 
WHAT THEY MIOHT DO— HOW BZTBMPORABY PBAYBB 
WAS INTBODUOED INTO SOME PBOTESTANT BODIES OF 
BNOLAND— PBOBABLY THE TBUB STATE OF THE CASE— 
YOUNa IIBNSHAW^S BAPTISM — A UI88IONABY TO HIS 
FATUEB'b IIOUSE-^WHOLB HOUSEHOLD llEOEIYKD INTO 
THE ABE — OHANOE OF PLANS FOB TUB FUTUBE. 

LTnOUQH young Henshaw had 
passed through his college course, he 
was too well informed not to be aware 
that 80 far from having finished his 
education he had merely laid the foun- 
dation on wliich he must hereafter build. 

His kind father, who felt a lively interest in 
his advancement, allowed him to repair to 
(Jambridge the following year, that he might 
enjoy the advantages of a resident graduate at 
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Harvard Umversity. During his abode at 
Cambridge, his cousin, Joseph Henshaw Hay- 
ward, invited him to take a sail in the harbor. 
While they were enjoying the exhilarating 
spoii; tlio winds rose, the waves became very 
rougli, and they were in great danger. 

Some one asked young Henshaw if he wm 
not afraid. He replied, with unaflfected sim- 
plicity, " Oh, no ! Cousin Joe would not take 
me where there was danger I" 

Tliis little incident illustrates his trusting 
chai-acter, liis perfect honesty and truthfulness, 
that could not conceive of wi'ong, especially in 
a relative. " Cousin Joe" always said that he 
never felt so miserable in his life as he did upon 
that occasion. 

Young Henshaw had not yet fully made up 
his mind what profession he would follow, but 
his o^vn tastes and the wishes of his friends in- 
clined him towards the law. And here the 
Almighty led him by a way that he knew not^ 
and directed his thoughts to better things. 
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At an early period of his residence at Har- 
vard University^ our yonng friend made a visit 
to Middletown, Oonnecticut, tlie place of his 
birth. While there he attended the services of 
the Episcopal Ghurch, of which the Bev. John 
Kewley, M. D., was still the rector, Tliere is 
a mystery about this clergyman which will 
probably never be fully explained. After 
leaving Middletown he became the Rector of 
St. George's Church, New York city, and hav- 
ing continued there for some time, returned to 
Europe, where he had been bom. He had 
been a Roman Catholic priest before he came 
to America, and he now relapsed into his former 
errors. When Dr. Milnor, who succeeded him 
in the charge of St. George's Church, was on a 
visit to England, in 1830, he heard tidings of 
tliis singular man, which he thus records : 

"In the course of conversation [he was din- 
ing at the house of the High-Bailiff of Birming- 
ham, in company with the Rev. Mr. Mayer, a 
convert from Judaism], a curious fact was de- 
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veloped in relation to Dr. Kewley, my prede- 
cessor in St. George's. Mr. Mayer said that 
he had seen him in Italy, and was well ac- 
quainted with him. He passes there by the 
name of * Father Kewley;' but Mr. Mayer 
says he knows his true name to be Lawsoil, 
and that he has a brotlicr of the latter name 
now living in Liverpool, with whom also he is 
well acquainted. 

" He has no doubt that Dr. Kewley was a 
Jesuit during the whole time of his residence 
in America."* 

Knowing, as we do, the arts of this order of 
Roman priests, it is certainly no impossible 
thing that this might have been the case. There 
is nothing which they will not do in order to 
further the objects of their religion. 

It is a historical fact that the Jesuits once 
disguised themselves as Protestants, and went 
about through various parts of England, warn- 

^ Stone'i life of Dr. Milnor, p. 816. 
8 
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ing the people not to use the liturgy of the 
English GhuFch, which they represented aa 
only a translation of the Roman Mass Book. 
They zealously encouraged the practice of ex- 
temporary prayers in public worship, because 
tliey knew that confusion and division would 
thus be introduced into tlie ranks of Protest- 
ants, and the power of the Pope be increased.* 

Tliis mischievous plot was too successful, and 
the disordered hosts of Protestants are just be- 
ginning to discover their error, and many of 
them are going back to tlie old, Scriptural plan 
of regular forms of prayer. 

All this shows that Mr. Kewley might have 
been a Boman priest in disguise, even while 
ministering as tlie Rector of St. George's 
Church, Now York. From all the evidence, 
however, we ai-e inclined to adopt the opinion 
expressed by Dr. Atkinson, the present Bishop of 
North Carolina : ^^ Tliere is a class of minds to 

o Chapman's Sermons, p. 187. 
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wliicli he Becras to have belonged, and of which 
we Bee many Bpecimens at the present day, who 
are not deficient in acuteness and fertility, and 
are indeed sometimes redundant in both, but 
who seem to lack the self-determining power. 
Tliey are like ships at sea, well-manned, well- 
appointed, with great store of canvass, but with- 
out a rudder. Tliey sail beautifully on any 
given tack, but the first flaw drives them out 
of their course, and the most sagacious spectator 
cannot foretell what harbor they will finally 
make. With such persons, the defect is, almost 
always, moral as well as intellectual. 

"They are, perhaps universally, characterized 
by an excessive egotism, showing itself under 
the phase of an inordinate vanity. At tliis 
time, however, Mr. Kewley was laboring for 
the Church with great energy and acceptance, 
and if his Protestantism never produced any 
other result than giving the guiding impulse 
to young Henshaw'B mind, we are fitill proba- 
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h\j fhll fiharera with the Olmrch of Rome in 
the fruits of his labors."* 

This clergyman, who has drawn ns aside into 
an episode' somewhat longer than we at first 
designed, was distinguished for his impressive 
elocution, which attracted many hearers. Un- 
der his ministrations, the yoimg student became 
most deeply convinced of the claims of religion 
upon his attention, and he accordingly remained 
for some time at Middletown, where ho was 
received into the Chm'ch by baptism. In token 
of his gratitude to the agent whom God had 
employed for tliis great work which had been 
wrought upon him, he assumed Mr. Kewley's 
name as a part of his own. 

Upon his return to his father's house in Ver- 
mont, filled with zeal for the cause of Christ, 
he began to labor and pray for his kindred, 

• Church Review, vol. v. [1862], p. 898. Some further ^ 
particulars of Mr. Kewley's life will be found ia a notioe of 
the life of Dr. Milnor, la the same Review, for April, 1849, 
p. 61, which is more interesting, as being from Bishop Hen- 
shaw'i pen. 
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who, though educated Oongregationalists, were 
in fact members of no religious body. These 
efforts were blessed, and Mr. Ilenshaw went in 
his own carriage, and brought Mr. Kewley to 
Vermont, where he preached, and received the 
whole family into the ark of Christ's Church 
by holy baptism. 

Young Henshaw was filled with an ardent 
desire of preaching to others the truths of that 
Gospel which had proved such a source of com- 
fort to himself, but his father did not approve 
of liis giving up the study of law. As the 
pride of the family, his parents had hoped that 
his rare abilities would soon render him a 
prominent member <jf the bar, and open the 
way to wealth and distinction. 

Mr. Ilenshaw reminded his son that the 
study of law would prepare him for the attain- 
ment of the highest oflSces of the land, — ^while, 
if he devoted himself to the ministry, he could 
be nothing more than a clergyman all his life. 

In reply to these objections (for the youth 
8« 
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was now at Boston), John wrote to his father, 
on the 23d of February, 1809. While filial 
reverence and submission were strongly and 
touchingly expressed in this letter, he warmly 
and eloquently vindicated the choice which he 
had made of devoting himself to the more im- 
mediate service of God. 

His mind was evidently so settled as to the 
course which duty obliged him to take, that his 
parents at last gave their full and free consent 
that ho should obey the call, which seemed so 
plainly to be a voice from heaven. 
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THS EASTERN DIOOESB OBGANIZED, AND BISHOP OEIS- 
WOLD APPOINTEn TO TAKE OITARGB OF IT — ^THE YOUNG 
LAT-RBADBR — A FLAMING SWORD— BURNING PAINE^S 
AGE OF REASON — ^AOQUAINTANOB WITH THE REV. 
OnARLES STEWART — A NOBLEMAN IN THE WILDERNESS — 
REMOVAL TO BRISTOL— WAR OF 1812 — TIDINGS FROM 
CANADA — A LETTER FORTT-FIVE TEARS OLD— KIND 
WORDS FROM AN OLD FRIEND— HOW MTOH A TOUNG 
MAN ONOE DID, AND WHAT OTHERS MAT A000MPLI8H 
IF THET WILL. 

BOUT the time when the events oc- 
curred related at the close of the last 
1^3 chapter, the States of Ehode Island, 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, and Vennont, were organized 
as the Eastern Diocese^ over which Dr. Gris- 
wold was chosen to preside as Bishop. His 
consecration took place on the 29th of May, 
1811, and he soon after made an Episcopal 
visitation to Vermont. While at Middlebury, 
the Bishop was the guest of Mr. Ilenshaw, and 
he thus became personally acquainted with the 
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Bubject of this memoir. An arrangement was 
made, after he had visited the northern part of 
the State, for young Ilenshaw to act as lay- 
reader at Sheldon, Fairfield, and odier places. 

This proved to be a most admirable appoint- 
ment, for several congregations were organized 
by his efforts where before the Episcopal 
Ohurch had been almost unknown. As the 
clergy were then too few in number to provide 
even the more important towns with regular 
services, the office of lay-reader became a 
highly important one. 

The youthful soldier of the Gross remarked 
to Dr. Tudor, of Sheldon, that he wanted to go 
through Vermont like aflwming sword! 

His enthusiasm in the holy cause which he 
had espouBod displayed itself in many ways. 
Travelling at one time in company with a 
friend, they found at a public-house that most 
dangerous infidel book, Paine's Age of Eeason, 
which they purchased of tlie landlord, and, in 
his presence, committed to the flames. 
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Willie young Henshaw was thus usefully en- 
gaged as a lay-reader, lie became acquainted 
with one of tlie most devoted men who, in any 
age, have consecrated iliemselves to the service 
of our heavenly Master. This was the Eev. 
Cliarles Stewart, who afterwards became tlie 
Bishop of Quebec. 

"It was late in December, 1811 [remarks 
Dr. Ilcnshaw, in 1840], when Hie writer, flien 
a youtli of nineteen, in comjjliance with the 
urgent invitation of Mr. Stewart, went to aid 
him in his great work, by performing such 
missionary services on the frontier of Vermont 
as a candidate for orders licensed by the Bishop 
might lawfully be engaged in. 

"On arriving at his residence I found no 
splendid or showy mansion; but a low, unpre- 
tending, one-story frame house was the chosen 
abode of this member of one of the noblest 
families of Great Britain. It was placed on the 
brow of a lofty hill, at the foot of which lay 
the village of St. Armand, whose principal or- 

80 
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naments were the aohocHrhouse^ where the chil- 
dren of the villagers and the farmers of the 
neighboring country might be instructed in the 
wisdom which would be useful to th6m on 
earth; and the churchy whose simple spire 
pointed to the heayens ; — ^both monuments of 
the benevolent zeal of the missionary in pro- 
moting the temporal and spiritual welfare of 
the flock committed to his charge. . . . He 
came forth to bid me welcome on my arrival. 
Never shall I forget the first impression pro- 
duced on me by the peculiarities of his 2)crsonal 
appearance."* 

But we are not now writing the history of 
Bishop Stewart, and we have only introduced 
his name here because circumstances led us to 
do it. The author is, however, happy to add, 
that he has collected ample and most interesting 
materials for the life of this good man, which 
he hopes in due season to send to the press. 

o ChriBtiaa Keepsake for 1840, p. 47. 
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As soon as clergymen could be provided for 
the stations where he had been officiating as 
lay-reader, Mr. Henshaw removed to Bristol, 
Rhode Island, tlien the place of Bishop Qris- 
wold's residence, that he might prosecute his 
theological studies under his more immediate 
direction. 

In 1812, soon after the breaking out of the 
second war with Great Britain, the Rev. Mr. 
Stewart writes a very urgent letter to his young 
friend, in reference to his coming back to his 
former field of labor : 

" I feel your return hero [ho remarks] to bo 
of consequence to me and my usefulness, and 
distant plans and prospects with regard to this 
part of the world. The declaration of war is 
a sad thing, but I still hope tliat peace will 
soon be established. 

" I suppose your time is chiefly devoted to 
study. Apply particularly to Bible learning 
and Giurch history. In March last I received a 
very good letter from the Rev. Philander Chase. 
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^'La8t Sundaj I preached from 1 Peter, liL, 
10th and 11th verses, let us mutually re- 
member each other in our prayers." 

The dingy, discolored paper from which I 
have transcribed .these lines, bears ample testi- 
mony to die fact tliat forty-iivo years have 
rolled away since the earnest-hearted mission- 
ary in the wilds of Canada thus wrote to his 
young correspondent in Bristol. 

Tlie same month (July) in which Mr. Stew- 
art's communication was written, Mr. llen- 
shaw received a letter from his friend Mrs. 
Hoy t, of Fairfield ; one of the places, it will be 
remembered, where ho had been officiating in 
his capacity as lay-reader. 

She expresses the most profound regret that 
two nations so neai*ly allied as England and 
America should again be engaged in war, and 
earnestly desires that peace may be soon re- 
stored. 

^^ We live in disastrous days [she observes], 
but we have abundant reason to bless Qod for 



LIFE OF BISHOP HEN8HAW. 37 

the privilege we enjoyed while you were with 
us, which I hope has not been altogether mis- 
improved. 

"Several new instances of conversion by 
your labors have come to my, knowledge since 
you left us, but some of them, for want of 
proper instruction, arc going to the Baptists. 

" A few of us assemble on Sundays, alter- 
nately in the school-house arid at Mr. Lobdell's, 
to offer up our supplications to tlie throne of 
Grace for those things that are requisite and 
necessary for our souls and bodies, and to give 
thanks for the many favors and mercies we 
have received at His hands who is the giver of 
all goodness. 

"O sir, sliall our hearts no more be glad- 
dened with your presence and elevated by 
your precepts and example? Shall we mourn 
without hope ? I beg you to lay before our 
excellent Bishop tlie situation of our suffering 
cause; and that God may incline his heart and 
yours to afford us aid, I shall not cease to pray." 
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How few young men who have lived but 
twenty yeara can point to such evidences as 
this touching letter a£fords that tlieir days have 
not been passed in vain I 

May we not hope that some who read these 
pages will be inspired to put forth still greater 
efforts to advance the cause of the Qospel ? 
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A TOUNO ABBIBTANT — GRATIFYING LETTER — SSA80K OF 
REFUESHING FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD — GOOD 
EFFECTS FELT TO THIS DAT — MB. HENSIIAW SENT TO 
• MARBLEDEAD — DISCOURAGING STATE OF TUB OONORB- 
OATION — MRS. TUDOR's INTERESTING LETTER — GOD's 
BLESSING UPON THE EFFORTS OF HIS SERVANT — A MORE 
MARKED DISTINCTION DRAWN BETWEEN THE CLBRGT 
AND LAITY — NOBODY BLAMED — WISDOM LEARNED BY 
EXPERIENCE. 

' ISIIOP GRISWOLD was Rector of 
St. Michael's Church, Bristol, but his 
duties to the other churches in his ex- 
tensive diocese obliged him to be ab- 
sent occasionally for weeks together. 
At such times Mr. llenshaw read the service 
and some approved sermon, and thus kept the 
congregation together. 

On one occasion, while the Bishop was ab- 
sent on an Episcopal visitation in Vermont, ho 
received a letter, while in Middlebury, from 
his young theological student, communicating 
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the gratifying intelligence of a remarkable de- 
gree of religioQB interest among his people. 
This letter is too important to be omitted. 

<*Bai8T0L, 22d August, 1812. 
*♦ Rt. Rev. and Dbab Sib : 

" Such interesting events have occurred 
since you left us, and the present state of your 
people is so peculiarly and pleasingly interest- 
ing, that I have, for a few days past, had a 
strong inclination to write yon a line ; and this 
inclination could not be resisted when seconded 
last evening by the request of Mra. Griswold. 

*^ Since your departure the engagedness of 
your people in the good cause has apparently 
increased. Tliere have been some new in- 
stances of awakening ; some who were slightly 
impressed arc now mourning in bitterness for 
their sins ; and some who were lately * heavy 
laden' with the burden of guilt have entered 
into the promised ' rest,' and are rejoicing in 
the love of God. 

^^ At our last meeting we had indeed a solemn 
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but joyful season. A great number were pres- 
ent ; ten or twelve of whom were dissolved in 
tears and crying for mercy. I have no doubt 
that tlie work of God is extending and increas- 
ing both in i>ower and in purity. Nothing 
like fanaticism has been manifested among our 
people; but a most earnest hungering and 
thirsting for the bread and tlie waters of life 
eternal. I cannot express my own impatience 
and the anxiety of the people for your retuni. 
I fear much lest the good work shoidd bo 
cliccked among us for want of an experienced 
pastor to encourage and promote it. At a time 
like the present, when God is shedding forth 
Ills spirit, opening the eyes of the blind, and 
extorting from the hearts of many the cry of 
the awakened jailor — * What shall I do to bo 
saved V — ^I most sensibly feel my weakness and 
insufficiency for the work to which I am called.. 
"The revival has just commenced among: 
otlicr denominations of Christians, and they are? 

extremely active. I fear they are using means. 
49 
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to draw some from onr congregation, and on 
.ibat account your presence is more particularly 
needed. 

'^ Your affectionate disciple in the Gospel of 
otr Lord, John P. K. Hb»shaw.*' 

The effects of that marvellous outpouring of 
God's Spirit upon the congregation of St. 
Michael's Church, Bristol, are felt to this day. 

During tlie period of Mr. Ilenshaw's resi- 
dence at Bristol he occasionally visited AVaiTcn, 
where it is said that tlie Cliurch service was 
pel-formed for tlie first time by him. Tlie good 
jseed, thus sown in faith and hope, has since 
.sprung up, and the parish is now one of the 
largest and most flourishing in Hhodo Island. 

It was no small evidence of Bishop Gris- 
wold's confidence in the ability and discretion 
•of his divinity student, that while still a lay- 
reader, and not yet of age, he urged him to take 
iCliarge for a while of a congi-egation at Marble- 
^ead, Massachusetts, under the impression that 
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hiB zealous and well-directed eflforts might re- 
vive the decaying church. This hope was 
abundantly fulfilled. 

Mrs. Tudor (the wife of the venerable Dr. 
Tudor mentioned in the last chapter) was liv- 
ing in Marblchcad at tlie time of Mr. Ilen- 
shaw's arrival there, and the writer is greatly 
indebted to her for an account of his labors in 
that place. 

" It was after a long season of coldness, in- 
difference, and spiritual dcadncss, deprived of 
the services of the Church and the ministrations 
of die Gospel, that the people beheld before 
tliem this youthful disciple of his Master, deeply 
imbued with IIis spirit, full of zeal and earnest- 
ness, and faithfully j^leading with the careless 
and unconcciTied by whom he was surrounded, 
if they would but hear, and for Christ's sake be 
reconciled to God. 

"How startling and surprising were truths 
like these to ears accustomed hitherto to the 
cold morality of the dullest teachers I How 
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were their hearts stirred within them when 
with the plainest views of iheir own utter help- 
lessness as sinners, were presented to them the 
most consoling and animating views of Him 
who was mighty to' save, willing and waiting 
to welcome even them ! Never shall I forget 
the thrilling effect of preaching like this, as I 
looked around the crowded lecture-room and 
the overflowing church, and saw the deep emo- 
tion visible in every countenance, and after- 
waitls the gratitude which they manifested tliat 
they had been permitted to hear the good tidings 
of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. 

" The change wrought in this little congrega- 
tion was truly surprising, so that those who 
had known their ignorance and neglect of the 
things which concerned their everlasting peace, 
now grew daily in grace ; those wlio feared the 
Lord, speaking often 'one to anotlier, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it ; while some were 
early called to the trial of their faith in a peace- 
ful and triumphant death. 
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" Such were the blessed results of Mr. Hen- 
shaw's efforts in his first field of labor ; and he 
was followed, npon his departure to another 
portion of his Master's vineyard, by the 
prayers, and tears, and thanksgivings of the 
hearts he had trained to God." 

One can hardly realize, while reading the 
glowing language of this epistle, that the hu- 
man agent in this great work was a youth of 
twenty years, not yet admitted to deacon's 
orders. 

But however much we .must rejoice at evi- 
dences of God's favor thus bestowed, we can- 
not but approve of the wisdom of our Church, 
which, in later years, has drawn a more marked 
distinction Between tlie clergy and the laity, 
and has forbidden lay-readers to wear clerical 
robes and to preadi their own sermons, as they 
oftentimes did at the period of which we are 
speaking now. Tliat such a line of separ- 
ation was necessary, is clear from the fact 
that some of the letters written to Mr. Hen- 
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shaw about this time, were addressed to him 
with the title of "iJev^enrf," as if he had al- 
ready received holy orders. 

I do not speak of this as a fault of die lay- 
readers, since they merely followed the direc- 
tion of their Bishops ; neither do I blame the 
Bishops, because in the great lack of clergymen 
they felt obliged to make an effort to proyide 
for the wants of the people. It has been re- 
corded as a fad^ to mark the progress in the 
Church's history from her days of weakness 
until now. 
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Tint onuRon in sheldon — visit from the ret. oharles 

BTEWART — A GRAVE QUESTION — THE BEST POLICY FOR ' 
OnUROIIMEN — 1813, AND WHAT HArPENED IN IT — TUB 
TWENTY-FIRST BIRTH-DAY— ORDINATION — TAKES OnARGB 

OF ST. Ann's onuRon, Brooklyn — the PABisn which 

HAD THREE BISHOPS AMONG ITS RECTORS — REPORT FOB 
1816— MR. IIENSHAW'S CONTEMPORARIES — ADMITTED TO 
THE PRIESTHOOD — ^MARRIAGE — SEVERE ILLNESS — ^BISHOP 
GRISWOLD^S LETTER. 

OWARDS the close of the year 1812, 
Mr. JTcnshaw received a letter from 
Mrs. Iloyt, giving hhii further infor- 
mation concerning the condition of 
the Cliiirch in Sheldon. Of course it 
possessed great, interest for him, as it was one 
of the points where he began his successful ca- * 
reer in the humble office of a lay-reader. 

She mentions that the Eev. Mr. Stewart, the 
worthy English clergyman from Canada, hav- 
ing obtained license from his Governor, had 
lately been to Sheldon, where he preached and 
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administered the Lord's Snppor; three persons 
bein^ added to the number of communicants. 
This was the first visit of a clergyman for many 
months. 

Mrs. Hoyt then proposes a question, Mr. 
Henshaw's answer to which we are sorry not 
to have it in our power to give : " Tlie Metho- 
dists have introduced lectures in the school- 
house near us, once a fortnight, and we wish to 
cultivate Christian friendship with them. Some 
of our brethren, however, ai*e api)rehensive of 
bad consequences resulting from it. I wish 
you to write your opinion how for we may 
unite and encourage them. Should you return 
to us (which may God grant), I believe we 
should be united in one body." 

Mr. Henshaw loved his own Church too well 
to offer any advice which would have had a 
tendency to wean her members from tlie mother 
who had so kindly cherished them in her 
bosom. 

It sometimes happens that scattered families 
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of Episcopaliang, living at a great distance 
from their own church, have identified them* 
selves for a time with any ortliodox denomina- 
tion which happened to be near them, and hav- 
ing no idea at all of leaving their own church 
forever. Years pass by, however, and when 
the Ej^iscopal missionary comes along, looking 
up the wandering sheep, how often docs he find 
these persons, not only unwilling to offend 
their neighbors by breaking off from the tem- 
porary connection which they had formed, but 
actually manifesting hostility against the 
Church of their fathers I 

Tlie safest plan, therefore, in all cases, is for 
Episcopalians to keep themselves aloof from 
forming such associations with any denomina- 
tion, and to celebrate the worehip of God in 
their own houses until the time comes when 
the providence of God shall send them a clergy- 
man. Thus many heart-burnings may be saved, 
and still greater evils avoided. 

The year 1813 is now reached, and we find 
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Mr. HenBhaw Btill at Marblehead. A manu- 
Boript letter from Bishop Griswold, dated Bris- 
tol, Jan. 13thy contains many kind expressions 
of confidence and affection : ^^ Tlirough Ood's 
goodness," he remarks, *^ there seems yet some 
hope that the things remaining may be strength- 
ened, if what is deranged cannot be r^tored. 
I can rely with confidence on your prudence 
and care to do what you can while you stay 
there. For the Ohurch in Salem I have no 
less concern. It seems expedient that I should 
make tliem a visit, but shall postpone it till 
you return to Bristol. It will probably bo best 
that you return soon after the expiration of 
your four weeks in Mai'blehead, when we may 
consult on the business, and attend to your ex- 
amination. But you may or not,, as you please, 
spend one or two Sundays in Salem. If you 
see any of the Salem pai-ish, you may mention 
that, the Lord permitting, I purpose to visit 
them after your return here. 
'' Please to write soon, and let me know 
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wlictlier tills will be agreeable to them and 
convenient to youreclf. The travelling bo long 
a road often will, I am sensible, be expensive 
to you." 

The few months which intei'vened between 
the date of this letter and the 13tli of June, 
when young Henshaw attained his majority, 
were usefully employed, and like all well-spent 
time, it passed rapidly by. The very day on 
which he was twenty-one yeara old ho was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons, in St. 
Michael's Church, Bristol, by the venerable 
Fatlier in God who had so anxiously watched 
his course, and who so fully appreciated his 
worth. 

Soon after his ordination, Mr. Henshaw was 
called to servo in St. Ann's Church, Brooklyn, 
New York ; a parish of which Bisliop Onder- 
donk, of Pennsylvania, and Bishop McBvaine, 
of Ohio, have since been rectors. 

As tlie laws of the Church require that a 
candidate shall be twenty-four years of age be- 



52 Um OF BISHOP HEKSHAW. 

fore he can bo admitted to the priesthood, Mr. 
Henshaw continued in deacon's orders until 
1816. In the Journal of the Diocese of New 
York for 1815 we have this brief report : 

ST. ank's chubch, bbookltk. 

The Bey. John P. E. Henshaw, Deacon, ofBciating 
minister. 

Cremoved and deceased 16 

Oommnnicants < added since last report 22 

( present number 129 

Marriages ' 

^--M {»&::::::::::::::::::::: nl" 

At tliis time Mr. Henshaw's friend, the Hev. 
John Kewley, was Eector of St. George's 
Church, New York. The Rev. Nathaniel 
Bowen, afterwards Bishop of South Carolina, 
was Eector of Grace Church, in the same city ; 
and the Rev. G. T. BedoU, who was for so many 
years the beloved pastor of St. Andrew's 
Church, Philadelphia, was in deacon's orders, 
officiating at Hudson, on the North River, as 
it is sometimes called. 
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On the very day tbat he reached the canoni- 
cal age (June 13th, 181C), Mr. Ilenshaw was 
admitted to priest's orders by Bishop llobart, 
and the next niontli he was instituted Rector of 
St. Ann's, where his ministrations had proved 
so acce]) table and useful. 

In July, two years before (1814), ho was 
married to Miss Mary Gorham, of Bristol, 
Rhode Island, — a union which contributed 
greatly to the happiness of his future life. 

Shortly after liis advancement to the priest- 
liood, Mr. Ilenshaw was visited with a severe 
illness, but, by the mercy of God, he was soon 
restored to health. Tliis occasion drew forth a 
warm and affectionate letter from Bishop Gris- 
wold, in which he makes mention of valuable 
service whicli the young clergyman had ren- 
dered to the Church in Middlebury during a 
late visit there. 
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▲LLOWIHG ONB TO TELL HIS OWN 8T0BT — MU, HBN6HJLW*8 
LBTTKB8 — TWBNTT-TniBD BIBTHDAT — ^BBMBHBBANOBS 
OF OniLDHOOD— Y0W8 BBOKBN AND BBNBWBD — BN- 
OOVBAOINO PB06PBOT8 AT BT. ANlf'a — A BBNBB OF UN- 
W0BTIIINB8S AT THB OON7*BMPLATI0N OF M1NI8TBBIAL 
BB8PON8IBILITT — ALWAT8 WORKINO FOB III8 MA8TBB — 
A BLBSBINO OABBIBD TO ni8 FATIIBB'b HOUSB — LABOB 
OONFIRMATION AT MIDDLBBUBT— OALL TO BT. PBTBB^B, 
BALTIMOBB — UlTWOBTIIT IfOTIYBB B0METIHE8 IMPUTBD 
TO TUB OLBUGT — MB. lIBNSlIAW^b 1DBA8 OF DUTY. 

.T is always well, in recording tlie life 
of an individual, to allow liim to tell 
his own story, whenever it can be con- 
veniently done; and in case we have 
no suspicion tliat he is too strongly 
prejudiced in favor of himself. 

On tliis principle, we avail ourselves, most 
gladly, of Mr. Ilenshaw's lettei*s, and our only 
regret is that so few of them have been pre- 
served. 

Sometimes, this mode of filling up a book 
seems designed to save the author trouble, and 
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those who are thus obliged to wade through 
pages of tedious correspondence do not thank 
him. 

Mr. Ilenshaw's letters, however, cannot be 
said to come nnder this description, and I am 
JSure that even my youngest readers will find 
both pleasure and profit from them. 

On the 13th of June, 1815, he thus writes to 
his friend, Mrs. Tudor, with whom we are 
already acquainted : 

" This day, my dear friend, is my birth-day, 
the occasion of many pious recollections, the 
memento of many mercies. To me, my birtli- 
day is generally the most joyful in the year. 
Its return fills my mind with a variety of the 
most tender and interesting reflections. It re- 
minds me of the many childish but pleasing 
commemorations of my birth, before I left my 
father's house. It revives the interesting con- 
nections of younger days. It reminds me of 
many private, solemn surrenders of myself to 
God ; and above all, of tliat public and most 
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Bolemn dodication of all that I am and all that 
I have to Ilis service, in tlie Gospel of His Son. 
On the annual return of this day, I have en- 
joyed sweet and intimate communion with God, 
the recollection of which gives a zest to my 
earthly pleasures ; and will, I have reason to be- 
lieve, add ecstasy even to the bliss of heaven. 
Surely, I may say with emphasis, * Goodness 
and mercy have followed me all the days of 
my life ; therefore should my soul, and all that 
is within me, praise the Lord.* The return of 
this day also awakens a lively remembrance of 
numerous and aggravated sins, which though 
effaced, as I humbly hope, from the boot of 
God's remembrance by the bloo<l of the Re- 
deemer, ought never to be reflected upon with- 
out tlie deepest humility and contrition of heart. 
" It reminds me also of the breach of many 
solemn promises, and presents a favorable op- 
portunity of renewing my religious vows, and 
of uniting myself more closely to God, in an 
everlasting covenant never to be forgotten. 
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" My congregation here has rapidly increased, 
and many appear to be deeply engaged in pro- 
moting tlicir eternal welfare." 

.Tliis letter, it will be perceived, was written 
one year before Mr. Ilensliaw was admitted to 
the Priesthood. After tliis important step had 
been taken, he again writes to Mrs. Tudor : 

" I perceive, from your letter, that you have 
heard of my elevation to the office of Presbyter. 
Oh, my friend, it was a most solemn and inter- 
esting occasion. My heart was humbled to the 
dust at the tliought of this great dignity, and 
awful resi)onsibility of the office to which so 
unworthy a shuior had been raised by the mercy 
of God! * Who is sufficient for these tilings V 
said the chief of the Apostles. Wliat exclama- 
tion, then, would be fitfor the lips of the weak- 
est of his successors in the ministerial office I 

" I have hitherto often been called to rejoice 
in the fulfilment of the promise, * Lo, I am with 
yon always,' during my short career; and 
blessed be His name. He still deigns to be gra* 
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clous. My labors are not in vain. There is a 
graduallj increasing attention to the means of 
grace. My church on the Lord's day, and my 
lecture-room in the evening, are filled with de- 
vout and attentive worshippers. At every sac- 
ramental occasion, some who have found ^ Him 
of whom Moses and the Prophets did write,' 
are added to the company of the faithful ; so 
that during the short time since my settlement 
here, more than fliirty new members have sur- 
rounded tko table of the Lord. . . . Pray 
for me, my friend, that I may be faithful to 
that gracious Master whom I profess to serve, 
that my own soul may be saved, and the souls 
of those who hear me." 

Whei'ever Mr. Henshaw went, and whatever 
he said or did, he seemed always to have onk 
thing in view — the advancement of God's 
glory, and the welfare of his fellow-men. As 
an instance in point, we refer again to the brief 
visit to his father's house, in Middlebury, men- 
tioned at the close of the last chapter. lie had 
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left Brooklyn witli a heavy heart, doubtful 
whether he should find that dear parent 
alive. 

The Buiferer still lingered, and this visit from 
his son proved to be one of the greatest intcr- 
, est to him. A tender father and three beloved 
sisters were added to tlie communion of the 
Church ; and by the blessing of Qod upon the 
preached word, when Bishop Griswold reached 
Middlebury, shortly afterwards, he found thirty 
persons ready to receive the solenm rite of 
Confirmation. 

In the spring of 1817, in tlio fulness of his 
youthful strength, Mr. Ilenshaw was called to 
the rectorship of St. Peter's Church, Baltimore, 
— a post of usefulness which he occupied for 
six-and-twcnty years. Hie motives of the 
clergy in removing from one parish to another, 
are often canvassed by those who are looking 
out for opportunities of fault-finding, and the 
uncharitable opinion is sometimes expressed that 
it is the desire of a more prominent i)08ition, 
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< 
or a better salary, which constitutes ilie true 

reason of the change. 

But howeyer unfaithful some of them may 
be to the high trust which has been committed 
to them, of the great body it may be safely said, 
that their lives are devoted to God, and that 
they have no selfish ends to serve. 

Mr. Henshaw's acceptance of the call to BaU 
timore could be attributed to no other motive 
than a sincere desire to go where his labors 
might prove to be the most useful. He left 
behind him, in Brooklyn, a lurgo and united 
flock, to assume a position full of difSculties 
and trials. Many a young clergyman of twenty- 
five years would have shrunk from such a re- 
sponsibility. 

He was to take charge of a congregation rent 
asunder and shivered into fragments by violent 
hands; and it was expected of him, by the 
help of God, to restore harmony out of the 
most disorganizing confusion. 

Instead of the peacefulness and prosperity of 
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St. Ann's, with its liundred and fifty commu- 
nicants, lie was to begin his labors at St. Peter's 
with only a third of that number, and these in 
a comparatively unsettled state. 

But he was the man for such an emergency, 
and he entered upon his work with mildness, 
but with determined purpose to discharge his 
duty. Tlie result was, that St. Peter's, which 
in 1817 could only claim fifty communicants, 
was left, in 1843, with more tlian five hundred, 
who seemed with one heart and mind to be 
devoted to tlie service of God. 
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▲ PABI8Q IN ▲ DBPLORABLB BTATB-.-DBUOATB SUBJBOTB 
TO BB nANDLED— TBB BBT. QBOBOB DASHIBIX — THB 
BBIOnT AND TUB DABK SIDB OF TUB PIOTURB — ^A 
PBAOEVUL DBATH CLOSES A 8T0KMT OAItBBB— QUAU- 
FIOATIONS WHIOH MB. DABHIELL's SUOOBSSOB POSSESSED 
— PEAOE-ICAKINQ — ALWAYS BEADT TO WOBE — ^TIDINQB 
FBOM PANADA — A FBANK AND GUILELESS MAN — EN- 
OOUBAGEMBNTS IN TUB MIDST OF HABDSniF — WELL- 
MBBITBD DISTINCTION. 

5jE have already referred to the un- 
happy eondi tion of St. Pcter*s Church, 
Baltimore, when Mr. Henshaw con- 
sented to become its rector. At that 
time die parish was not in imioii with 
the Oonvention, and was considered as in a 
state of schism. 

It is far better to keep old difficulties, long 
since settled and forgotten, quite out of mind 
when it can properly be done ; but in writing 
the history of a Church, or the life of an indi- 
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vidual, we must tell things which are true, 
whether they be agreeable or not.* 

Tlie condition of St. Peter's Church, at the 
time of which we are now speaking, was with- 
out parallel in our communion, 

" It owed to one man, the Ecv. George Dash- 
iell, great and continued prosperity; and to 
tlie same man, almost utter ruin, and the even 
heavier calamity of a lapse, happily but tem- 
porary, into the sin of schism. 

"Tlie life and character of that man well de- 
serve the study of every thoughtful investi- 
gator of human nature, especially in those of 
its phenomena which are connected with re- 
ligion. 

" He was, undoubtedly, possessed of great and 
varied powers. With the outward gifts and 
gi*aces of an orator, he had that boldness which 
is so necessary to dazzle and impress men, ar- 

o A fuU and fair account of the difficulties in St. Peter's 
is given in Dr. Hawks' History of the Church in Mary- 
land, p. 869, etc. 
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dent feeling, lively wit, a powerful, though 
perhaps coarse imagination, and, above all, 
keen religious sensibility. 

^^ Thus endowed, he was capable of exerting 
a remarkable ascendency over the minds of 
otiiers, both as a preaclicr and in private inter- 
course ; and it would be unjust as well as un- 
generous to deny that tliis power was often 
used for the best purposes. 

"Many careless persons firat learned the 
worth of their souls, and the method of redemp- 
tion, from the energetic discom-ses of Mr. 
Dashiell, and an immense congregation, per- 
vaded by intense devotional feeling, and distin- 
guished for its religious activity, was built up 
and sustained by him. 

"All this time, however, he was conspicuous 
for his contempt of the authority of the Church, 
for the bitterness of his invectives against those 
who sustained it, and for his insubordination 
in the diocese of which he was a minister. 

" But these things very little, if at aU, aflfected 
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his popularity ; to many peraons they were 
probably then, as to many persons they would 
be now, a rcconmiendation. After a time, 
graver charges began to be whispered against 
him, and at length he was convicted of conduct 
indicating a licentious temper. 

" Then, after a series of embittered struggles, 
a majority of his congregation compelled him 
to withdraw from his charge at St. Peter's, 
while quite an important minority followed 
him to a new place of worship which he caused 
to be built, and where he set up a chm-ch of 
his own, with an expurgated liturgy, and a 
ministry free from the taint of prelacy. 

" Similar charges, however, to those which 
caused his iirst downfall were, after a while, 
laid against him in this now sphere, and ho at 
length left Baltimore entirely, and sought re- 
fuge in the forests of the West. There he 
preached for many years with his accustomed 
eloquence ; leading, it is believed, an inoffensive 

life until within a few months, [this was written 
6» 
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in 1862,] when on a visit to New York his 
stormy career was closed by a very peacefdl 
and even triumphant end."* 

In spite of his great and inexcusable faults, 
Mr. Dashiell was possessed of rare abilities, 
which, as we have seen, rendered him for a 
long time the people's favorite. His successor, 
therefore, must be able to command the atten- 
tion of critical hearers by the powers of oratory, 
and to keep alive their interest from month to 
month by godlike sincerity and burning zeal. 

These qualifications belonged to Mr. Hen- 
shaw in a largo degree ; and what was better 
far than these, he was possessed of tliat prudence 
and circumspection, and unsullied purity of 
character, which the present emergency so emi- 
nently demanded. His stirring and impas- 
sioned eloquence in the pulpit, and his faithful- 
ness in pastoral labors, won back the wander- 
ing sheep to the fold, and atti*actod many more 

o Dr. Atkinson's Essay on Ufa of Bishop Henshaw. 
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who liad never yet tasted of the rich pasturage 
which is to be found within the fold of the 
Good Shepherd. 

Gradually the oil of grace which was poured 
upon the waters of worldly strife produced the 
desired effect, and the swelling waves were 
soothed to rest. 

Neither were his labors confined to the limits 
of his own parish. "Wherever there was work 
to be done in tlie Masi^r's vineyard, he was 
ready to put in his sickle and reap. 

About a year after his removal to Baltimore, 
he received the following letter from his old 
friend, the Rev. Charles Stewart, dated Hatley, 
Lower Canada, December 24:th, 1818 : 

" My Dear and Rev. Sir : 

" I sincerely thank you for your tract on 
Confirmation, which I received last fall. If I 
had read it lately, perhaps I should make sonie 
observations on it, but sufl[ice it to say I was 
well pleased with it. 
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^^I attended the consecration of Trinity 
Ohnrch at Fairfield, and I was happy in having 
that opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
^ishop Giiswold, and of meeting your fatlier. 
I was rejoiced to witness so great an increase 
of the Church of our Lord in that quarter, and 
I conclude that Mr. Beach is an excellent min- 
ister." 

The next paragraph reveals the working of 
a mind so frank and free from guile, tliat it 
will certainly aiTest the attention of my read- 
ers. Tlie venerable Bishop Mountain is the in- 
dividual to whom reference is made. 

^^Till my return here in the end of Septem- 
ber, I expected that the Bishop of Quebec 
would not return to Canada, and that I should 
speedily succeed him. But at that time I re- 
ceived a letter informing me that he proposes 
coming out next spring. At first this was a 
disappointment to me. I wished to be Bishop 
chiefiy that I might do much good. But it is 
an arduous situation, and that of a missionary 
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at Hatley is attended with less anxiety. I was 
persuaded, however, that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God. I liave 
often wonderfully experienced this, and I am 
again sensible of it in the present dispensation. 
If ever I be Bishop, I shall be more fit for it 
some years hence. My retirement and leisure, 
if improved, are favorable to my soul ; and my 
residence here will be useful to a very destitute 
people, I hope and believe. 

" It is remarkable, too, tliat I had not good 
encouragement till lately. Now there are near 
a dozen persons under serious convictions and 
impressions. 

"I was disappointed at not seeing you 
when I was at New York in October, 1817 ; 
but I was persuaded that your going to Bal- 
timore was a profitable move for many souls 
there. 

"Think of irie sometimes in your prayers, 
and believe me your affectionate brother, 

" 0. Stewart." 
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Eight years afterwards (1826) the writer 
of this epistle was consecrated Bishop of Que- 
bec, an office which he was so well qualified 
to fill. 
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KBPUTATION AS A PKEAOIIER — INTBREST IN THE CAUSE OF 
MISSIONS — THE FIELD IS THE WORLD — FREEDOM FROM 
PARTY NARROWNESS — AFRIOAN MISSION — ^DR. MILNOR — 
SCHOOL FOR COLORED YOUTHS AT HARTFORD— EXPERI- 
MENTS — ^TIIR YOUNG MAN IlEOOMINO MORE MATURE IN 
YEARS — A DOCTOR IN DIVINITY — POSITION IN DIOCESAN 
AND GENERAL CONVENTIONS — ABILITY IN DEBATE — 
CLERICAL EDUCATION — ANOTHER EVIDENCE OF IMPAR- 
TIALITY — ^TUE PRODUCTIONS OF HIS READY PEN. 



K. IIENSIIAWS reputation as an 
eloquent and successful preacher of 



QvCyO ^^^® Gospel soon spread abroad, and 
^%^ ho was often called upon by his 




brethren, in various States, to come 
to Hieir assistance, on such special occasions as 
rendered his presence most desirable. With 
hiB accustomed amiability and anxiety to com- 
ply with the wishes of others, he always yielded 
to such applications, when it could be done 
without interfering with duties nearer home. 
He took the deepest interest in all that rela- 
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ted to the cause of missions. With him, the 
field was the world. Whether efforts were 
made to spread the Gospel through the vast 
extent of our own broad land, or to carry it to 
foreign shores, his heart was most warmly en- 
gaged. Every devoted missionary, from what- 
ever quarter he might come, or whatever party 
name he might chance to bear, found in the 
Rector of St. Peter's a sympathizing and de- 
voted friend. He knew nothing of the misera- 
ble exclusiveness of a narrow and bigoted spirit 

" lie was the friend to City Miasions. Ho 
was the friend to Diocesan, to Domestic, to 
Foreign — ^to those to the western coasts of 
America, to tliose to the darkened parts of Eu- 
roi)e, to the semi-civilized Pagans of Asia, to 
die savages of Africa. 

" Wlierever a human soul was wasting away 
in ignorance and sin, this true successor of the 
Apostles desired to carry or send him the glad 
tidings of salvation. Nor was his zeal in tliis 
cause an ignis fatuus, that blazed for a short 
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season and was then extinguished : it was a fire 
that burned steadily and brightly all his days, 
and. kindled many aronnd him." 

Tlic mission to Africa was one which Mr. 
Ilcnshaw considered peculiarly important, and 
we find him, in a correspondence with the Rev. 
Dr. Milnor, discussing the propriety of educa- 
ting colored youths in this country, for the pur- 
pose of sending them out as missionaries to 
their own race. Tlie venerable Hector of St. 
George's writes to him, on the 27th of Jan- 
uary, 1830, giving some intcrcijting information 
on the subject. We shall here introduce a 
part of it. 

"Tlie school attempted some years ago in 
New Jersej'-, for tlie instruction of colored youth 
having a view to the ministiy of tlie Presbyte- 
rian Church, fell through, partly for want of 
support, and partly in consequence of the im- 
proper conduct of some of the pupils. A sub- 
sequent attempt, principally by a gentleman in 
Newark, and, on their invitation, a few from 
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other States, who consulted together at a meet- 
ing in that place which I attended, was followed 
by no beneficial results. It was then hoped 
that a considerable sum left bj General Kosci- 
usko, might be secured for this purpose ; — ^and 
Mr. Lear, of Washington, who is administrator, 
and who has the funds in his hands, gave en- 
couragement for such a hope. Afterwai'ds, 
however. General Kosciusko's will was con- 
tested by his relatives, and whether it is still in 
litigation or not, I do not know. 

" In the African mission-school at Hartford, 
there are four young men, and the wife of one 
of them, receiving instruction preparatory to a 
removal to Africa. Tliree of these young men 
Bishop Brownell intends to ordain. One is not 
expected to have all the qualificatioiiB requisito 
to a clergyman, but is to go out as a catechist 
and schoolmaster, llio woman, it is hoped, 
will make a good school-mistress. That school 
is ready to receive other pupils of piety and 
promise, who, like tliose already there, will be 
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taught by a suitable instnictor in secular learn- 
ing, and by Bishop Brownell and Mr. Wheaton 
in theology. 

" Tlie Bishop allows them to hold a weekly 
religious meeting for colored persons, and to 
exercise tlicmselves in extemporaneous preach- 
ing." 

It is interesting to observe how that nearly 
thirty years ago the minds of good men were 
forming plans, and making experiments, for 
the benefit of the poor benighted African. 

Tlie school at Ilai-tford proved unsuccessful, 
but it was not without its use in leading onward 
to other things.* 

But time is hastening onward. Tlie young 
Rector of St. Peter's is becoming more mature 
in age, and has been honored with the degree 
of Doctor in Divinity. He holds a conspicuous 
place in the Conventions of the Diocese of 

^ The History of the African Mission, by Mrs. Hening, 
wiU be found a very interesting book. With reference to 
the Hartford school, see p. 18. 
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Haryland, and in the Qeneral Conyentions of 
the Ohui'ch. As a debater, he would have 
been considered remarkable anywhere. Calm, 
prompt, prudent, and yet bold, and skilful in 
perceiving the errors of his antagonist, he ad- 
vocated his own views on whatever question 
might present itself, with the most singular 
ability. 

lie was a delegate to the Qeneral Conven- 
tion, almost without interruption, from the 
year 1814, when still in deacon's orders, until 
1843, when his klvancement to the Episcopate 
transferred him to the House of Bishops. 

Dr. Henshaw gave much time and thought 
to the subject of educating young men for the 
ministry, and if all of our clergymen would dis- 
charge their duty as faithfully in this respect, 
BO many waste places would not bo heard call- 
ing aloud for the message of salvation. 

With his accustomed liberality of spirit, he 
took a lively interest in the prosperity of the 
G^eral Tlieological Seminary, in New York, 
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and, at the same time, liis congregation contrib- 
uted largely to the School of the Prophets, at 
Alexandria — of which most useful institution 
he was one of the Vice-Prcsidehts up to the 
period of his decease. 

But besides discharging all his pressing du- 
ties, at home and abroad, with conscientious 
care, Dr. Ilenshaw wielded the pen of a ready 
writer, and sent forth several valuable works 
from the press. lie was the author of a treat- 
ise on Confirmation, another on the Holy Com- 
munion, a large work of nearly six hundred 
pages on Didactic Tlieology, a series of Lectures 
on the Second Advent of our Lord, and a very 
interesting and valuable Memoir of Bishop 
Moore of Virginia. 

lie also wrote two tracts for the Protestant 
Episcopal Tract Society : the one entitled "The 
Apostolic Ministry," giving his views most dis- 
tinctly on the subject of the Apostolical succes- 
sion ; and the other containing an answer to 

the important question, " What is the true con- 
70 
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Btruction of the terms Priest, Altar, aiid Sacri- 
fice, as used in tlie offices of the Church)" 
Both of these tracts were published before he 
left Baltimore. 

He likewise edited, with alterations and ad- 
ditions, and an introductory essay, Blioridan's 
Lessons on Elocution, designed to aid tlie 
younger clergy and candidates for the ministry 
in the proper reading of the Church Service. 
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A LIVmO IFITNESS INTRODUCED — AN IMPORTANT BRA — 
LEADINGS OF PROVIDENCE — A TOCNO MAN SEEKING 
COUNSEL — ADVICE AND ENCOURAGEMENT — VALUABLE 
ASSISTANCE GIVEN TOWARDS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF 
A GOOD PURPOSE — ANOTHER CIRCUMSTANCE QUITE DIF- 
FERENT — DR. BEDETJ/S LAST JOURNEY — ARRIVAL AT 
BALTIMORE — DR. ITENSHAW's VISITS — " THIS IS MT TES- 
TIMONY I" — A SIGN GIVEN — THE SETTING BUN. 

jjE have now reached a point in our 
history when we can introduce a liv- 
ing witness to give increased interest 
to our pages. 
" Sunday evening, Sept. 22d, 1833, 
[remarks the Rev. Dr. Coleman, the esteemed 
Rector of Trinity Cliurch, Philadelphia,] will 
over be remembered by me as one of tlie most 
important eras of my life. 

"For seven years preceding I had been a 
member of the Methodist denomination, and 
during all that time was severely tried by al- 
ternate conviction and doubt as to a call to the 
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ministry. On the evening mentioned, I was 
led, in a singularly providential way, to attend 
St. Peter's Church, and the sermon of Dr. Ilen- 
shaw so powerfully affected me that I could no 
longer doubt as to the path of duty, and that 
it pointed me to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

" Dr. Henshaw felt a deep interest in young 
men, and during the forty years of his minis- 
try, amidst the multiplicity of his other labors 
and cares, directed the theological studies of a 
very large number, several of whom liavo pre- 
ceded him to that * rest' into which he has liim- 
self now entered, wliile all wlio survive now 
mourn him as a father. Encouraged by a 
knowledge of this, I waited upon him in a few 
days to seek his counsel and advice, and was 
received with a kindness which exceeded my 
expectations, and encouragement far beyond 
what I anticipated. I well remember that his 
first words, after I had laid before him my per- 
plexities and fears, were those of Holy Scrip- 
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ture : * Tlie meek will He guide in judgment, 
and the meek will He teach His way.' (Psalm 
XXV. 9.) 

" He at once, in the most cordial manner, 
proffered me all the aid in his power ; the free 
use of Jiis lihrarj', his personal instructions, 
and whatever could facilitate my entrance into 
the ministry; and I can never forget how 
closely and tenderly from that moment ho 
acted a parent's part towards me. It is not 
strange tliat his numerous students, with so 
many opportunities afforded by the intimate 
and endearing relation which he horo to them 
of becoming acquainted witli his character as 
a man, a OliriBtian, a clergyman, a pastor, a 
preceptor and friend, should have so revered 
and loved him. Tlieir hearts wore all knit with 
his, as Jonathan's was with David's, so that 
* they loved him as their own souls.' 

" By Dr. Henshaw I was presented for Con- 
firmation, and admitted to the communion of 
the Church; and upon application made 
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through him, I was, in Norember, 1833, re- 
ceiYed by Bishop Stono and the Standing Oom- 
nuttee of Maryland as a candidate for holy 
orders." 

It is needless to continue this narrative fur- 
ther. We may say, in few words, that what 
the Eector of St. Peter's had done for so many 
young men before, he did for Mr. Coleman ; 
and that having directed his studies until his 
admission to the sacred ministry, ho watched 
his course afterwai'ds with all the interest of a 
father. 

But while tlius speaking of Dr. Ilenshaw's 
agency in preparing young men for holy orders, 
we are reminded of another circumstance, most 
touching and beautiful, which occurred about 
this period. I allude to tlie death of Dr. Be- 
dell, the honored and useful Eector of St. An- 
drew's Church, Philadelphia. He had been in 
poor health for a long time, but with a deter- 
mination whicli showed how devoted liis heart 
must have been to the service of God, he con- 
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tinned to labor until the candle of life expired 
in the socket. 

When all hope of recovery had been aban- 
doned, Dr. BcdcU went to Bedford Springs, in 
order to seek some alleviation of his sufferings ; 
and on his return from this little excursion, 
August 23d, 1834:, he stoj^pcd at Baltimore, 
and here, at the house of a kind friend, he 
lingered a few days longer, and then fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

Dr. Ilenshaw was with him a great deal, and 
lias written a very interesting account of the 
last hours of this devoted man. I cannot re- 
frain from giving a portion of it.* 

The physician, fi]iding his patient worse one 
day, " proposed, as a means of lessening ner- 
vous excitement, and procuring for our brother 
a little refreshing rest, to administer an ano- 
dyne, containing a small portion of laudanum. 

^ Judging from the effect of frequent perusals of Dr. 
Tyng'a Life of BedeU upon his own mind, the writer cannot 
but recommend it to all who have not enjoyed this privilege. 
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Dr. Bedell then called me to liim, and fixing 
his eyes upon me intently, said, with great so- 
lemnity, * Brother Henshaw, is it wi'ong when 
the sonl is in perfect peace and ready to depart, 
to take an anodyne as a remedy for the pain of 
tlie weak body? If so, I will not do it ; for I 
would not, on any account, do any tiling wliich 
is offensive to God, especially now that I am 
going out of tlio world.' I answered that I 
thought there was nothing sinful or improper 
in the measure proposed, particularly as the 
doctor assured him that the anodyne ho do- 
signed to administer was intended only to soothe 
his nei-ves, and would not he of sufficient 
strength to overwhelm his mind, or even to 
cloud or affect it in the least, lie then sub- 
mitted to tlie proposal of the physician, and 
addressing himself again to me said, with the 
same solemn empliasis as before, ' If in conse- 
quence of this I should be delirious or flighty, 
and in that state say any thing inconsistent 
with the Christian profession, or dishonorable 
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to the cause of Ohrist, bear me witness that I 
asked this question. I leave it with you to 
vindicate my character.' " 

At a later hour, Dr. Henshaw tlius continues 
his narration : " He sunk into a state of rest and 
apparent slumber, but in a short time roused 
again, and as if conscious that the time of his 
departure was at hand, and that he had already 
entered Uhe dark valley of the shadow of 
death,' rallied his remaining powers for a last 
effort in the cause of the blessed Saviour, and 
for the promotion of His gloiy upon earth. 
Lifting his finger with gi'eat solemnity (as he 
often did in the pulpit when about to utter 
any thing emphatically important), he said, with 
a feeble and quivering, but yet distinct and ar- 
ticulate enunciation, ^Ilear me I I acknowl- 
edge myself to have been a most unprofitable 
servant — ^unprofitable, not hypocritical. I find 
myself to have been full of sin, ignorance, 
weakness, unfaithfulness, and guilt. But Jesus 
IS MY hope; washed in His bloody'justified by 
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HiB righteousnesB, Banctifiod by His grace, I 
haye peace witli Qod. JeeuB is very precious 
to my soul — ^my all in all — ^and I expect to be 
saved by free grace through His atoning blood. 
This is my testimony ;' with emphasis, ^ Tins 
IS H7 TESTIMONY 1' . • • Wlicn the last mo- 
ment was near at hand, and I believe the part- 
ing agony had commenced, his anxious and 
affectionate wife, as if unwilling that this de- 
lightful spiritual intercourec should cease until 
he ceased to breathe, said to him, * My dear, if 
all is peace still, lift your iinger, or give some 
other sign.' His finger was immediately raised 
as the last indication he could give on earth 
that the Lord was with him; and he then 
gradually and calmly sunk away till he fell 
asleep in Jesus, on Saturday, 30th of August, 
at about niue o'clock, a. m. It was like the 
setting of the summer sun — clear, serene, bril- 
Uant" 
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OnUKOn OVERFLOWING — THE BEST PLAN IN BUOn AN EMEB- 
OBNOT — A PAItlSn MRBTINO AND A PATJIETIO APPEAL — 
NEW PAIII81I ORflANIZRD — AN INTERESTINO BUDGET OF 
LETTERS — ^TEMPORAL PROSPERITY AND SOMETHING BET- 
TER — RELIOIOCS INTEREST AT ST. PETER's — DAILY SER- 
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NAMES AND GREEDS — A FLAMING SWORD AT TUB AGE OF 
FORTY-SEVEN — HE AUNG THE DIVISIONS OF ZION — WORDS 
OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS AND CHARITY. 

h. PETER'S Olmrclr had, for a long 
time, been full to overflowing, and Dr. 
Ilcnslmw felt that something ought to 
be done to meet the increaeing demand 
for pewB. 

It is often a wiser plan to build another 
church, in a different part of the town, rather 
than expend the same amount of money in ex- 
tending the size of the old one, which* may 
already contain a congregation quite as large 
. as one clergyman can faithfully serve. In 1840, 
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the vestry of St. Peter's, led on by tLeir zealous 
rector, resolved to establish a new church m the 
western poition of the city. A parish meeting 
was called for the purpose of considering the 
enterprise, when Dr. Henshaw, with tears run- 
ning down his cheeks, made a most powerful 
appeal to the sympathies of his people. As an 
evidence of the urgent necessity for tlie new 
building, he stated that for years the church 
under his charge had been filled — so much so 
that it was very seldom a pew could be offered 
for rent. He said it was with a bleeding 
heai*t tliat he witnessed, as he was compelled 
to do, so many leaving the Church and joining 
other various communions, who had grown 
to man's and woman's estate under his instioic- 
tions. 

They were obliged to leave the church be- 
cause tliey could not procure accommodation 
in it'. " Upon many of their infant brows," he 
said, ^^ I have poured the waters of baptism. I 
have met them frequently at the chancel for 
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catechetical instruction, I have prepared them 
for the Bolemu dedication of theniBclves to God 
in the holy rite of Confinnation. I have pre- 
sented them to the Bishop, and stood by with 
all a parent's interest, while they received the 
sacred ordinance that ratified their baptismal 
vows. And, after all this, to know that they 
were comi)ellcd to leave the church because 
there was not room for their accommodation in 
it, is a thing of painful, grievous recollection. 
I have followed them with my interest and my 
prayera, but it is anguish indescribable to me 
tliat they can no more receive my instructions, 
and that 1 cannot now bear them, as my own, 
upon the arms of Faith — that I cannot lead 
them, as portions of my flock, beside the still 
waters of comfort in the Gospel." 

The impression made upon the congregation 
by this stirring appeal, was not soon to be for- 
gotten. " It was Ihe appeal of a faithful, affec- 
tionate pastor to a people, among whom he had 

most diligently labored, to afford him the means 
8« 
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of reaping the fruit of his labors, and of retain- 
ing in the Church his sona and daughter in tlio 
faith of the Gospel."* 

A vestry was appointed for the new church, 
and services were soon qommenced — and the 
parish, under the name of the Cliurch of the 
Ascension, was admitted into union with the 
Church in the Diocese of Maryland, at the Con- 
vention of 1841. 

From this point onward, we shall be able to 
avail ourselves, at intervals, of various inter- 
esting letters from Dr. TIcnslmw to liis fiicnds — 
which, describing scenes witnessed by his own 
eyesy will be much more gi'aphic than any 
thing we could famish. Writing on the 25th 
of November, 1840, he remarks : " Tlie Church 
of the Ascension is now under cover, and pre- 
sents a neat appearance. It will cost us, how- 
ever, $10,000, and but $6000 are subscribed. 
The burden falls almost exclusively upon St. 

^ Funeral Sermon, by the Bey. J. N. McJilton, p. 11. 
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Peter's, but I hope we shall be able to finish it 
without difficulty.'' 

Although the temporal prosperity of the 
Cliureh is certainly a great cause of gratitude, 
much more should we rejoice at manifestations 
of spiritual life and vigor. An instance of the 
latter occurred in St. Peter's, about a year be- 
fore the letter just quoted was penned. Dr. 
Henshaw found, upon returning to Baltimore 
from a journey to the West, that gi'eat serious- 
ness prevailed throughout his congregation, 
and he began, with new zeal, to labor for the 
salvation of souls. 

" It is now five weeks since I ceime back [he 
writes to Dr. Coleman], and have held two ser- 
vices daily in the church or lecture-room. Tlie 
assemblies have been crowded and solemn, and 
attended with a rich blessing. As the first 
fruits of this revival, I baptized eight on the 
first Sunday in this month, and received forty- 
thi*ee new communicants to the Lord's table. 
On the next Sunday, I expect to administer the 
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Bacroment of baptism to ten or twelve adults ; 
and on Christmas day, to have between forty 
and fifty more added to the commimion. Wo 
have receiyed accessions from the Quakers, 
Bomanists, Unitarians, Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists, and Baptists. The attention to religion 
is more general in the city than I have ever 
known it before at any period. Pray for 
us, that Hhe word of the Lord may hare 
free coui*8e and be glorified' more abun- 
dantly." 

Here wo behold the Presbyter of forty-seven 
years, just as zealous and enthusiastic in the 
cause of God, as was the stripling of nineteen, 
who wished to go like a flaming sword through- 
out the northern region of New England, call- 
ing sinners from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God. 

Dr. Ilenshaw was a man of peace, and one 
who did his best to heal the divisions of Zion. 
We find frequent reference made to such efforts, 
in the letters written in the confidence of friend- 
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ship, and which it has been our privilege to 
peruse. 

Oh, that all who call themselves Churchmen, 
— ^whether high or low, — would profit by such 
language as this! "In the present state of 
tilings in our communion, and amidst the spirit 
of solicitude and inquiry among other denomi- 
nations, I think our great duty is to cultivate 
* unity,' and, forgetting old party divisions as 
far as possible, on the broad ground of ^ Evan- 
gelical truth and Apostolic order,' cohibine the 
energies of the wJwle Church in tlie good work 
of her advancement. If we move in one 
colmnn, animated by one spirit, by God's 
blessing, our progress will be unexampled, 
and we shall appear to all opponents * terrible 
as an aiiny with banners.' Our periodical 
press, exerting as it does a powerful influ- 
ence, should take tlie lead in a holy enter- 
prise like this. The blind zealots of party are 
few« — ^the lovers of truth and harmony are 
many." 
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The Bweet breathings of the Psalmist seem 
to be re-echoed here. May the same soft notes 
be adopted by thousands more I 

Oh, ever praj for Salem^s peace ; 
For tliey shall prosperous be, 
Tliou holy city of our Qod, 
Who bear true love to thee. 
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'OOD Bishop Moore entered into his 
rest on the 11th of November, 1841, 
at the advanced age of seventy-nine 
years. He liad long been Dr. Ilen- 
shaw's warm and devoted friend, and 
the survivor delivered an appropriate and 
beautiful discourse shortly after the Bishop's 
decease, which w-as followed by the interesting 
biography of which we have spoken before. 

The Eector of St. Peter's was also not with*- 
out trials, which came home still more closely 
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to his heart. He speaks of one of these sad 
afflictions in the following letter : 

<* BAixDfORii March 9, 1848. 

" My Dbab OoLEicAN : 

" You will perhaps have learned before 
this reaches you that our first-bom son, so long 
the child of affliction and sorrow, is no longer 
an inhabitant of this world. He has gone to 
that where ^ the wicked cease from troiibling, 
and the weary are at rest.' As you have 
known something of him, and I have reason to 
hope that lie had a place in your affections and 
prayers, I have thought it might afford you a 
mournful satisfaction to hear, as it does me to 
write, of tlie termination of his sufferings. 

" Ho was a youth of great piirity of j)rinci- 
ple and blamelessness of life. Ever since his 
course of collegiate education was interrupted 
by tlie failure of his health, he has been almost 
hourly under my immediate inspection; and 
my rebellious heart has often prompted me to 
wonder (though I hope not to complain), at an 
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act of Providence which permitted bo much 
strength of intellect and benevolence of affec- 
tion to be almost entirely useless to the world 
on account of the physical disease with which 
their possessor was afflicted. 

" But the Dispenser of all things no doubt 
ordered it wisely. For the disease which to so 
great a degree cut oflf my beloved son from ac- 
tive occupation for the world's benefit, also ex- 
cluded him from its dangerous temptations, and 
kept him free from its vicious contamination. 
It kept him also habitually reminded of the un- 
certainty of life, and quickened him to greater 
zeal and diligence in the work of preparation 
for death. His last illness was of about ten 
days' continuance. From the first, tlie symp- 
toms threatened a fatal termination. . • . His 
earthly remains are now lying in the house, 
and look calm and tranquil as an infant in its 
peaceful slumbers. To-morrow afternoon they 
will be consigned to their kindred dust. 

" Nothing is left us now but submission to 
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the Diyine will and the Bweet remembrance of 
many virtues. Never from tlie day of his birth 
did he give his parents an hour's uneasiness, 
except tliat which arose from his bodily malady 
and its consequences. He was uniformly kind, 
affectionate, and obedient; seeking by every 
means in his power to promote the happiness 
of all around him. 

" During his tedious ycara of suffering, never 
was he heard to utter one murmuring word, 
but bore all with the patience and meekness of 
the lamb. A firm and enlightened believer in 
the religion of Jesus, about three years ago he 
assumed the vows of the Christian covenant, 
and, as I firmly believe, labored faithfully to 
fulfil them to tlie extent of his ability. 

" He was a daily reader of the lloly Scrip- 
tures, and scrupulously exact in the perform- 
ance of his devotional duties when not pre- 
vented by the paroxysms of his disease. Eigidly 
systematic and inethodioal in all things, he read 
from the Old Testament on certain days of the 
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week, and on other cei-tain days from the New ; 
tlie Psalter for the day was read on all. One 
of the severest tiials to him was, that tlio 
nature of his disease deprived him of the pleas- 
ure and benefit to be expected from attending 
public worship ; and as the best substitute for 
it, it was his invariable habit on the Lord's 
day, when liis health permitted, to go tlirough 
with the entire morning service in the house 
while I was perfonning it in church. 

"I may also mention that ho occasionally re- 
quested the privilege of being with mo in the 
study at times of devotional retirement, as he 
was my companion there at all other times. 

"Tlie nature of his disease incapacitated 
dear John from communicating his views and 
feelings upon his death-bed; but tlie remem- 
brance of the above-recited traits of character 
and habits of life, exerts a sweet and soothing 
influence upon our lacerated hearts, and affords 
ground for the belief that the Saviour in whom 
ho had been taught to trust did not foi*sake 
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him, and for the sure hope that on his account 
we should rejoice, for his conflicts are over and 
his victory won. 

^^ It is a satisfaction and relief to me now to 
write of my departed son, and I hope it may give 
some pleasure to one whom he sincerely loved. 

"Pray for us, my dear brother, that on this 
occasion, as on all others, we may be enabled 
to glorify God. Pray for our remaining chil- 
dren that they may all be sincere followers of 
Jesus, so that when called to part with them 
wo may have no other kind of sorrow than that 
which attends our first-bom. 

" Yours, very affectionately, 

« J. P. K. Henshaw." 

Happy the son who enjoys the counsels, and 
prayei*s, and bright example of such, a father I 
Happy the father whose precepts are thus im- 
plicitly obeyed, and who, with unfaltering con- 
fidence, can thus resign his child to the will of 
God! 
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Dr. Coleman adds as a note to the foregoing 
beautiful letter, the following toucliing words : 
" We have often witnessed with deep emotion 
this dear son (one of the purest-minded young 
men we have ever known) in a devout posture 
at one of the open wnulows of the parsonage, 
ininicdiately adjoining the church, in warm 
weather, when the church windows being also 
open he could licar and unite in the public 
worship of the great congregation." 

Like all others who hold prominent positions 
in the Church, Dr. Ilcnshaw had other trials 
besides those of a domestic nature. 

Sometimes, in the heat of discussion, unjust 

and cruel things were said of him which brought 

anguish to his heart. He was called on again 

and again to commit the remains of dear 

friends to tlie tomb, and what was still more 

painful, to lament over those who having once 

begun well in the Clu-istian course turned back 

afterwai'ds to a wicked world. 

But after making due allowance for all these 
90 
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things, there can be no question that the main 
current of his life justified the sentiments ex- 
pressed in a letter to his father, written in his 
seventeenth year, when his heart was directed 
to. the ministry; tliat having forsaken for 
Clirist the pursuit of riches and worldly fame, 
the Savioul" rewarded him, even in tliis world, 
a hundred-fold with eai-thly happiness, and 
will crown every other gift in the world to 
come with everlasting life. 
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, Oil many yeai'S, Dr. Ilenshaw was one 
of the celebrities of Baltimore. Stran- 
gers who visited the city, inquired the 
way to his church, and St. Peter^s was 
constantly thronged to its utmost ca- 
pacity. 

A devoted Presbyterian, who was for several 
years a delegate to the General Assembly, 
made it a point always to attend upon the min- 
istrations of Dr. Bedell, when he happened to 
be in Philadelphia. The same wide-spread 
reputation for pulpit eloquence and pastoral 
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fidelity, which attracted Btrangers to St An- 
drew's, drew them also to St. Peter's, Balti- 
more. 

An intelligent Englishman, who had gone 
diitlier under such circumstances, thus describes 
his impressions of the rector and his labors : 
"The congi'egation, though on a week day, 
was as large as the building would accommo- 
date. Dr. Ilenshaw showed gi-cat skill in 
treating his subject, which was on the jyraotieal 
cifect of soundness in doctrine ; a most impor- 
tant subject, less regarded both in America and 
England than it ought to be. Tlie sermon was 
extempore throughout, and in the best style of 
pulpit address. With a portly figure and pre- 
possessing countenance, Dr. Ilenshaw combines 
a fine voice and fluent utterance."* 

His stores of knowledge were so admirably 
arranged, that, almost without a moment's ^ 
waming, he could bring them into action. On 

9 Waylen'a Ecclesiastical RominisconceB, p. 225. 
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one occasion, after he became Bishop of Rhode 
Island, the clergyman who had been ai)pointed 
to preach at the opening of the Diocesan Con- 
vention, had depended upon the substitute, and 
the substitute was delayed so as to be prevent- 
ed from reaching the church in time for the 
sermon. 

The choir had begun to sing the hymn, when 
the preacher entered the vestry-room, to see 
what had become of the substitute. Not find- 
ing him there, he returned with much trepida- 
tion, and told the Bishop's son, in a whisper, 
how matters stood. He at once communicated 
tlie intelligence to his father, and, by this time, 
the choir were about to sing the last verse of 
the hymn. The Bishop closed his book, and 
sat down in his chair, as though engaged in 
deep thought Tlie day was the Festival of 
St. Barnabas. When the hymn was finished, 
he arose and announced his text : ^' He was a 
good man, full of the Holy Ohost and offaith?^ 
Then followed a sermon on tlie duties of clergy 



106 LIFB OF BISHOP HEN8HAW. 

and laity, bo faiUiful, so true, and so eloquent, 
that all who were present were disposed to con- 
fess that they had been greatly the gainers by 
the accident which had secured the Bishop for 
their preacher on this occasion. 

Tlie training of boys for the ministry has 
long been such a favorite subject with tlie wri- 
ter, that he is glad to know that Dr. Ilenshaw, 
whose prudence and sound judgment were so 
generally acknowledged, fully agi*eed with him 
in opinion, in regard to this im])ortant matter. 

"Among my earliest recollections," writes 
the Eev. Daniel Ilenshaw, of Providence, R. 
I., " is that of my father's frequent answer to 
the question, ' What do you intend to make of 
this boy V (meaning me), he always replied — 
he trusted that I would live to be a faithful 
minister of the Gospel. I remember the im- 
pression made upon my young mind, when 
this subject was alluded to in conversation witli 
good Bishoj> Moore, of Virginia, and other 
clergymen, as they dandled mo on the knee, or 
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tossed me in tbe air. Yet my fatlier never 
pressed tlie subject upon me. lie seemed to 
take it for granted that I would be a minister, 
and I cannot remember the time when I did 
not look forward to being one. Would that I 
were more worthy of tliat father, and less un- 
worthy of the sacred office I" 

Will not some parents who read these lines, 
dedicate tlieir sons to the ministry, even from 
their youth ; and while, like the honored sub- 
ject of this memoir, they avoid all undue per- 
suasion, will they not make this matter a part 
of their daily prayers t 

I havo reserved for this place a circumstance 
which is certainly very singular, to say nothing 
else. It occurred soon after Dr. llenshaw's re- 
moval to Ikllimore, and it is one which ho used 
to relate in after years. 

Some time in the early part of the year 181Y, 
one of the gay and thoughtless young ladies of 
the city had a dream which impressed her very 
much. She fancied that she had come to a 
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beantiful fountain, which was Burrounded by 
every thing that could render it attractive to 
the eye, and from which issued a stream of 
purest water. She was thirsty, and longed to 
drink from this fountain, and she was just 
stooping to do so, when a hidoous serpent 
raised its head, and forbade her approach. She 
was much alarmed, and still longed for the 
water. At tliis instant a gentleman of kindly 
countenance approached, and witli his staff 
killed the serpent, and she drank with a grate* 
ful heai*t. She said so much about tliis dream 
that her friends ridiculed her, but still slie could 
not forget it. One afternoon she was walking 
in the principal street of Baltimore with her 
sister, when they met Dr. Ilcnshaw. 

Neither of them had ever seen him before, 
and did not then know who he was. '^ That is 
the gentleman I saw in my dream," said one to 
the other, as soon as her eyes fell upon him, 
^'and that is the very staff with which he 
killed the serpent I" 
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The Bister langhed heartily at the idea, and 
others joined in ridiculing the story afterwards. 
Tlie next Sunday evening, one of the sisters 
proposed to the other that they should go to 
St. Peter's, and hear the new minister. They 
went, and when Dr. Ilcnshaw entered the desk 
the dreamer at once said, in evident astonish- 
ment, " Why, he is the same man I saw at the 
fountain !" Tlie thoughtless girl, whose mind 
was thus prepared to listen witli attention, was 
deeply impressed by the sermon, and devoted 
hciTSclf to God's service, and afterwards became 
the wife of a faithful clergyman of the Church, 
now gone to his everlasting rest. 

Whenever Dr. Ilenshaw was led, in the 

course of convei'sation, to repeat this story, he 

always used to add, tliat we must not place any 

confidence in dreams, and that he had dreamed 

many wonderful things himself, which proved 

to be nothing more than airy visions of the 

night. 

10 
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|T lias Bometimcs been hinted, if not ex- 
pressed, that Dr. llenshaw became a 
much sounder Churchman after his ele- 
vation to the office of a Bishop than 
while he occupied the lower position of 
a priest. Tlie idea is wholly without founda- 
tion. Tlie first work which was required of 
him, on removing to Baltimore, was that of a 
peacemaker. He had the old memhera of St. 
Peter's to conciliate and retain, and, at the 
same time, to fill up the vacancies in the con- 
gregation which former difficulties had made. 
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To ejffect tliie, it was not then necessary to 
dwell on the claims of the Church or the min- 
istry. 

lie was in the midst of a commimity in which 
the large majority were Episcopalians (i. e., 
they Jiad^ or claimed to have, Bishops over 
them), whether they were called Churchmen, 
Romanists, or Methodists. The hereditary at- 
tachment in this direction was almost universal. 

But in the Episcopal Church there was cold- 
ness and lifelessness in religion, and little whole- 
soul earnestness in either preserving the Church 
or extending its influence. 

To revive true godliness, then, and to ad- 
vance the Church, Dr. Ilenshaw felt that he 
must faitlifuUy preach the Gospel committed 
to him, and he did it, in season and out of 
season, with gi*eat power and effect. 

Afterwards, when he became a Bishop^ his 
theological views were not changed — it was 
only a change in his field of labor. To be the 
executive officer of the Church is one thing, re- 
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quiring a certain course of conduct peculiar to 
itself; and to be an active and laborious ^mA 
minister is quite a different thing. Tlie one 
places a man on the open battle-ground where 
tlie claims of the Church in which he is a com- 
manding officer are contested at every turn; 
while the other makes it his duty to avoid all 
needless controversy, and to do tlie work of an 
evangelist. * 

In order to accomplish tlie object of his min- 
istry in Baltimore, Dr. Henshaw found that he 
must pursue, in some respects, that line of min- 
isterial services by which so many had been 
drawn away to other denominations. Hence, 
he held week-evening prayer-meetings, which 
he so ably defended in the pages of the Wash- 
ington Theological Repertory, a monthly pcii- 
odical, then published in the District of Colum- 
bia, and to which he was a frequent contributor. 
To aid in these meetings, he published a col- 
lection of hymns (there being then little more 
than forty in the Prayer-book), which was 
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afterwards enlarged, and passed through sev- 
eral editions. 

Nor did he neglect the Church instniction of 
the young in his large Sunday-schools. For 
tliis purpose he procured tlie explanation of 
the Catceliisni which had hecn j^uhlished by 
his old preceptor and friend Bishop Griswold, 
and brought it into use. Tlie rite of Confirma- 
tion, too, early received his attention, and he 
preached and printed a scnnon on the subject, 
and pcrliaps no one siiriihir publication did 
more towards giving Conlirniation its true place 
and prominence in public estimation. It was 
to this tract that Mr. Stewart, of Canada, re- 
ferred in a letter which we quoted in an earlier 
chapter. 

And now, as to the fruits of these labors* 
In 1837, at the close of twenty years of his 
labors at St. Peter's, $15,000 had been ex- 
pended in improvements on the church edifice,, 
the parsonage, and Sunday-school room. Six 

thousand children had enjoyed the benefits of 
10» 
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the free school, ten thouBand had been con- 
nected with the Sunday-schools, and fourteen, 
wl^o had been either pupils or teachers, were 
preparing for the ministry. 

In 1843, the last Convention before his re- 
moyal to Ehode Island, among other results of 
his ministry in Baltimore, Dr. Ilcnsliaw re- 
ports that since May, 1817, more than a thou- 
sand persons had been baptized, five hundred 
had confessed Christ in Confirmation, and nine 
hundred had been added to the number of 
communicants. 

" Well doney good and faithful . servant /" 
must certainly be the gracious words which 
will greet his ear when the Saviour comes to 
receive an account of liis stewardship. 

In the autumn of 1827, when the Episcopate 
of Maryland became vacant by the death of 
Bishop Kemp, Dr. Ilenshaw was at once fixed 
upon by his friends to fill that high and respon- 
sible position. Although ho was not elected, 
the fact that twenty-four clergymen out of 
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forty-two voted for him, showed that he had 
made maiiy friends in tlie diocese. 

"We are now approaching that period when 
ho was called from liis pastoral labors in Balti- 
more to assume the more weighty responsibili- 
ties of a chief shepherd ; and here we may prop- 
erly inti'oduce the appropriate remarks of Bishop 
Mcllvaine before the Ohio Convention of 1852, 
lamenting the departure of this faithful servant 
of God from the scene of his earthly labors. 

" Bishop Uenshaw preceded mo a few years 
in the ministry. We were rectora of tlie same 
parish, — that of St. Ann's, Brooklyn ; and for 
a considerable period we were not only con- 
nected with the same diocese, that of Mary- 
land, but very closely associated together in 
labors of love for the cause of our Master. 
He was tlien the rector of St. Peter's Church, 
Baltimore, and a most earnest preacher and 
promoter, in his parish, and in the diocese, of 
evangelical truth, under those aspects, espe- 
cially, in which I love to see it enforced. His 
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ministry there was greatly blessed in the con- 
version of sinners to God, and in the education 
of Christians to every good work of active 
zeal in the cause of Christ Since then, be- 
ing separated by long distances, we have sel- 
dom met but at General Conventions. But I 
heard of his death as that of a brother greatly 
beloved, with whom many of the fondest rec- 
ollections of my ministry are associated; in 
whose views, and feelings, and labors, I had 
then found a lively sympathy with my own ; 
a brother with whom I liad often prayed and 
consulted in seasons of trial to both ; whom 
God had made of eminent usefulness in bring- 
ing sinners to Christ and His salvation; whose 
talents and judgment qualified him for still 
greater service, and who, though now dead, 
will long live in the affectionate remembrance 
of the many childi-en of God, who must ever 
ascribe their being brought out of darkness 
and condemnation into the light and hope of 
the Gospel, under God, to his ministry." 
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[ N the dissolution of tlio Eastern Dio- 
cese, at the death of Bishop Griswold, 
in 1843, the Diocese of Rhode Island 
proceeded to elect a Bishop, and made 
choice of Dr. Henshaw to fill this 
most important office. 

So completely was he taken by surprise, 
that when one of our Church papers, in refer- 
ring to the fact tliat a special convention had 
just assembled in Providence for the purpose 
of choosing an Episcopal head, ventured to 
predict that the Rector of St. Peter's, Balti- 
more, would probably be appointed, — ^he im- 
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mediatelj sat down and addressed the editor 
as follows : 

" The Great Head of the Church knows my 
entire nnworthiness of any such station ; and 
if any of the Eliode Island clergy choose to 
bring forward my name in a connection which 
I neither sought nor desired, and wrote you to 
that effect, I think it would have been more 
discreet in you to have awaited the resuUj be- 
fore publishing a syllable on the subject. 
Think, my dear friend, in what an awkward 
predicament your paragraph has placed me ; 
if it shall turn out, as I verily believe and de- ^ 
sire it may, that the choice of the diocese shall 
fall upon some other. Or even should the re- 
sult be what you and your correspondent an- 
ticipate, may not some infer that I desii'cd and 
sought the appointment ?" 

The editor proved to bo a true proi)het. Dr. 
llenshaw was chosen Bishop of Ehode Island, 
and Rector of Grace Church, Providence. He 
thus announces the reception of tliis startling 



LIFE OP BISHOP HENBIIAW. 119 

information, in a letter to a friend, dated Bal- 
timore, April 11th, 1843 : " In the Saturday- 
niglit train of cars, three gentlemen from 
Ehode Island arrived here ; two of them, a 
committee appointed by the convention to 
inform mo of my election, present me a cer- 
tificate, signed by all the members, and urge 
my accci)tance. The other, a delegate from 
Grace Chnrch, Providence, bringing with him 
the certificate of my election as rector. 

" I had a long interview with the committee 
yesterday, and I believe received from them 
all tlie information about the diocese and par- 
ish that M'ill be necessary to guide my decision. 
But, my dear friend, this is tlie sorest trial of 
my ministerial life. Tlie* excitement among 
my people, and in my own family ; the thought 
of sundering tender and affectionate ties which 
have so long existed ; the fear of its influence 
upon the particular congregation of St, Peter's, 
and the interests of this diocese ; together with 
the sacrifices of worldly comfort and interest, 
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necessarilj inyolyed in it, all make me shrink 
back from the thought of removal — ^and say, 
* Lord, why send me, and not some other?* 

^'Bnt, when I reflect, on the other hand, 
that this new call has come from a quarter 
whence I had no reason to expect it (Iiaving 
no personal acquaintance with the great ma- 
jority of the clergy of Ehode Island), and that 
my name was the means of producing such 
entire unanimity upon Uiis exciting question ; 
the anniff size of the diocese — truly primithe — 
the strong assurance given me of the most 
cordial support of the entire body of the clergy 
and laity; it has so much the aspect of a Divine 
call, that I hardly feel myself at liberty to re- 
fuse, ^ lest haply I should be found fighting 
against God.' If I know my own heart, it is 
my desire to forget self-interest and happiness, 
and, at the expense of any sacrifice, do my 
duty to God and His Church." 

1^0 one can doubt that Dr. Henshaw did 
right in accepting the appointment to which 



UFB OF BI8U0P UENSirAW. 121 

we have just referred. But before leaving 
Baltimore, he had to endure a very painful 
struggle, in parting from the beloved people 
among whom he had bo long and so success- 
fullj ministered, Tlie scene of separation be- 
tween pastor and people, thus closely wedded 
togetlior, was of a most interesting character. 
After a touching farewell discourse, the con- 
gregation passed up to the chancel to grasp liis 
hand, and receive his final blessing. So slow- 
ly, and solemnly, and in tears, did the long 
procession move, that it was remarked to bo 
more like a funeral than a farewell. 

The consecration of Dr. Ilonsliaw, as Bish- 
op of Rhode Island, took place in St. John's 
Church, Providence, on the 11th of August, 
1843. On tlie previous day, he had been in- 
stituted Rector of Grace Ohm'ch — ^three Bish- 
ops and a large number of clergy and laity 
being in attendance. In the absence of Dr. 
Johns, the Assistant Bishop of Virginia, his old 

and beloved friend, who had been expected to 
11 



122 Un OF BISHOP HBNBHAW. 

preach, the sermon was delivered by Dr. 
Henshaw himself. This highly appropriate 
and affecting discourse drew tears from many 
eyes, especially when the speaker alluded, 
towards the close of his remarks, to the hal- 
lowed and long-cemented bonds which ho had 
recently severed in another parish, and tlie 
peculiarly tender and responsible tics ho was 
now forming anew. 

Oe Friday morning, St. John's Cliurch was 
crowded at an eai-ly hour, by an overflowing 
congregation, including about fifty clergymen 
from vai'ious dioceses, anxious to shait) in the 
solemn services. Morning prayer was offered 
by the venerable Dr. Crocker (whose name is 
known and honored throughout the Union), 
after which Bishop Brownell, of Connecticut, 
proceeded with the ante-communion service, 
the Epistle being read by Bishop Johns, of 
Virginia, and the Gospel by Bishop Hopkinsi 
of Vermont. Bishop Whittingham, of Mary- 
land, then ascended the pulpit, and an- 
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nounced as liis text, St. Luke, xvii. 5 : " And 
the Apostles said tmto the Lord, Lierease 
our faith." 

At the close of this masterly discourse, the 
Bishop elect, " Tested with his rochet," and at- 
tended by the Eev. Messrs. Taft and Vinton, 
was presented to Bishop Brownell (who presi- 
ded on the occasion), by Bishops Johns and 
Whittingham. Tlie required testunonials hav- 
ing been read, and the promise of confofmity 
having been made by Dr. Ilenshaw, he was 
commended to the prayora of the congregation, 
and the solemn office of Consecration was duly 
performed, all of the Bishops present uniting 
in the laying on of hands. 

Tlie Holy Bible having been delivered to 
him. Bishop Ilenshaw was introduced into the 
chancel, and the Lord's Supper was adminis- 
tered by the seven Bishops to the clergy and a 
very large number of lay-participants. 

At the close of the impressive services, the 
Bishop of Rhode Island was warmly and aflfec- 
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tionateiy greeted by his brethren in the Epis- 
copate, the other clergy, and many of the laity, 
who thronged around to welcome him who had 
thus been set over them in the Lord. 
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EFORE going on to record tlie labors 
of Dv. Ilcusliaw, as Bishop of Rliodc 
Island, we shall devote this chapter to 
a brief history of the Episcopal Church 
in that diocese. 
Altliongh, from its first settlement by Eoger 

Williams, Ehode Island was a stronghold of 

the Baptists, the Episcopal Church gained a 

foothold there at an early day. 
Hie records of Trinity Church, Newport, 

show that as early as 1698 a congregation was 
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gathered in that town by the persevering labors 
of the Eev. Mr. Lockyer, who had been sent 
thither through the agency of Sir Francis Nich- 
olson, Governor of Maryland.* Tlxis gentle- 
man also gave substantial proofs of his attach- 
ment for the Church, by contributions towards 
the erection of a place of worship in Newport, 
in 1702, this being the first Episcopal Church 
in Bhode Island. 

"The Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts" (the most venerable 
of all Protestant Missionary Associations in the 
world), sent out the Eev. Mr. Honeyman two 
years afterwards, who proved himself a good 
and useful man. The name of the Eev. George 
Berkeley (afterwards Bishop of Cloyne, in Ire- 
land), is intimately associated with the history 
of the Church in Newport. He lived in the 
neighborhood of this place for two years (from 

^ An account of Goveraor Nicholson may be found in the 
life of Bishop Claggett, a volume of this series already 
published. 
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1729 to 1731), and rendered essential service to 
the Church. The organ given by hira to the 
infant parish remains in use to the present day. 
According to the royal customs of liis time, it 
is surmounted by a crown in the centre, and 
supported by two mitres, one on each side. 

lie describes tlic larger proportion of the 
people of Rhode Island as being most careless 
and indifferent about the claims of religion, 
" living without the sacraments, and not being 
so much as baptized." 

His preaching attracted large crowds to Trin- 
ity Oliurch, Newport. " All sects," it is said, 
" rushed to hear him ; even the Quakers, with 
their broad-brimmed hats, came and stood in 
the aisles."* v 

The curious traveller who now visits New- 
port makes a pilgrimage to Dean Berkeley's 
dwelling, which stands in a valley, and "is 
built after the manner common to farm-houses 

Updike'8 History, 120. 
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a century ago, entirely of wood, with low ceil- 
ings, broad fire-place, and red cornice. The 
only traces of the old country are a few re- 
maining tiles, with obsolete designs, around 
the chimney-piece. But the deep and crystal 
azure of tlie sea gleams beyond tlio corn-field 
and sloping pasture ; sheep graze in the mead- 
ows, hoary rocks bound the prospect, and the 
mellow crimson of simset lies wai'm on gras^ 
slope and paddock, as when tlio kindly philos- 
opher mused by the shore with Plato in 
hand, or noted a metaphysical dialogue in the 
quiet and uugarnished room which oyerlooks 
the rude garden."* 

In 1717, the Eev. Mr. Guy began his minis- 
try in the Narragansett country, and was suc- 
ceeded, four years afterwai'ds, by the Rev. 
James McSparran, D.D., who labored in the 
same region for nearly forty years, during 
which period he travelled many thousand miles 

o Tackenxian's Biographical EBsays. 
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on horseback and on foot, baptizing more than 
five hundred, and admitting a large number to 
the Holy Communion. Dr. McSparran died 
on the first of December, 1757. 

The Kev. Mr. Oxem was sent, as a mission- 
ary to Bristol, in 1720, and two years later we 
find the Rev. Mr. Pigot at Providence. 

The ven^irable Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel, to which the Episcopal Church 
in this country is so much indebted, continued 
to support clergymen at these points until the 
breaking out of the American Revolution, 
when their valuable labors were, for the most 
part, brought to a close. From that time until 
1815 not a single new congregation was organ- 
ized within the limits of Rhode Island. 

In the course of this year the Church at 
Pawtucket was formed, and in 1818 a new 
church was built at Town Hill, by the praise- 
. worthy efforts of the Rev. Mr. Burge, of Wick- 
ford. About the same time, a "State Mis- 
sionary Society" was organized, with every 
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prospect of success. But these promises proved 
delusiye. 

^^ The next nine years passed without the ad- 
dition of a single parish. Though a constitu- 
tion was prepared with care, and adopted with 
great unaniuiity ; though directions were given 
to the clergy to form auxiliaries in each parish; 
though measui'es were taken to raise and invest 
a fund, the interest of which was to be given 
for the spread of the Gospel, yet the fund con- 
tinued small, only one auxiliary survived Uie 
year which gave it existence, and it would be 
diflicult at the present day to trace out tlio 
faintest sliadow of benefit resulting to any peo- 
ple, or place, or person, from the Ehode Island 
State Missionary Society. There is no evi- 
dence that any person was paid a stiver for 
missionary services."* 

The next church which was formed in Khode 
Island, after tliat in Fawtucket, was St. Mark's- 

o Dioeuan Annali, Spirit of Mittions, vol. x. [1845], p. 860. 
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Church, Warren. In one of our earlier chap- 
ters we noticed the fact that Mr. Ilenshaw, 
wliile still a lay-reader, held the firat Episcopal 
service in this town. 

Under the patronage of the venerable Bishop 
Qriswold, and through the eiforts of the Rev. 
John Bristed (afterwards rector of St'i Michael's, 
Bristol), a parish was commenced, and has ever 
since been blessed with unusual evidences of 
prosperity. 

In 1828 a few zealous laymen of Providence 
organized Grace Cluirch, and hired a place of 
worship for two years, and then purchased a 
theatre, which was transformed into a neat and 
comfortable church. Here the Kev. John A. 
Clark, of blessed memory, devoted his whole 
soul to the cause of the Gospel, and ho soon 
had the satisfaction of gathering about him one 
of the largest and most influential congregations 
in the diocese. 

About this time the energies of the Episco- 
pal Church in Ehode Island were happily 
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united^ and made most effectual for good by 
the organization of the clerical convocation, 
which began as a voluntary association of 
clergymen, with the approbation of the Bishop, 
but which worked so admirably, that in 1889 
the Convention of the diocese resolved that 
their missionary operations should, in future, 
be conducted by a Board of Missions, to be 
called ^'The Missionary Convocation of the 
Church in Ehode Island,'' consisting of such of 
the clergy in the diocese entitled to seats in 
the Convention, as should pledge to the treasury 
of the Board, for the missionary purposes of 
the same, an annual sum, equal to at least one 
tenth of their respective salaries. 

The Convocation system, by God's blessing, 
has wrought wonders, and Bhodo Island, for- 
merly the seat and centre of Baptist influence, 
has become one of the strongholds of the 
Church. 

It was over this diocese, where the good seed 
of the Gospel had been sown in early days by 
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devoted missionaries from England, and wliere 
the saintljr Griswold, and those who npheld his 
hands, had made so many sacrifices afterwards, 
that Dr. Henshaw was called to preside as 
Bishop. 

Strange leadings of Providence which tlius 
arranged that his earthly labors should close in 
the same region where thej had been so suc- 
cessfully begun I 
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ITE bold figuro of tlio '^Flami7ig 
Swordj^ used by the stripling in days 
long past, occurs to us again as we 
behold him now, a man of more than 
fifty years, entering upon the arduous 
duties of the Episcopate. 

Almost as soon as he reached Providence he 
began the work of church expansion. Grace 
Church, already too small for the increasing 
congregation, he determined should be replaced 
by another, more commensurate with the wants 
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of the people and their ability to provide for 
them. Tliere were Berious obstacles in the way, 
but Bishop Ilenshaw's indomitable resolution 
overcame them all. He raised fifteen thousand 
dollars towards the erection of the new build- 
ing by personal application in various quarters, 
with the dfstinct understanding that forty of 
tlie pews should be forever free. Tliese are 
among the most desirable in the church ; and 
by this wise arrangement many were galJicrcd 
into the fold who might otherwise have been 
to this day wandering abroad. Tlie Bishop de- 
livered an eloquent address at tlie laying of the 
corner-stone of the new Grace Church, which 
produced a deep impression on those who 
heard it. 

After speaking of tike peculiar and sacred 
uses for which it was to be set apart, he went 
on to answer some of those popular objections 
which have so long been urged against the 
Episcopal Church : 

"We have reason to be thankful," he says, 
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^^ that the day is past when onr good Puritan 
forefathers imprisoned the Quakers, ostracized 
the Baptists, and forbade Episcopalians to use 
the Book of Common Prayer, because, forsooth, 
they came to this western world to enjoy re- 
ligious liberty, and to worship God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences I But 
we live in an age of public excitement and 
gross prejudice, unfavorable to the calm inves- 
tigation of truth." 

And then, among other common objections, 
he mentions this, that the Episcopal Ohurch is 
regarded as adverse to jpopulur freedom. In 
answer, he justly remarks : " If there were any 
thing in the principles and institutions of our 
Ohurch inconsistent with the genius of our free 
government, it is passing strange that it should 
have escaped the clear-sighted vision of the 
Washingtons, the Ilamiltons, the Jays, the 
Pinckneys, the Madisons, and the Marshalls of 
a departed generation, and many of the bright- 
est ornaments of our legislation and jurispru- 
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dence in the living one ; who, while receiving 
the reverence and honors due to the ablest sup- 
porters and expounders of tlio liberties of the 
country, deemed it tlieir duty and privilege to 
attend upon the services of the Church and 
contribute to her support." 

But while Bishop Ilcnshaw showed himself 
thus energetic in laying broad foundations and 
rearing a goodly structure for his cathedral 
church, the whole diocese found him equally 
active and successful. Wherever ho heard of 
a destitute region, he gave himself no rest until 
the herald of salvation and the ordinances of 
tlie Gospel could be sent thither. Clergy and 
people vied with each other in their respect 
and attachment for him. Although on all 
proper occasions he never failed to express him- 
self very plainly as to his Church views and 
feelings, he was greatly beloved by many who 
belonged to other folds. 

A clergyman was travelling some years ago 

through a portion of Ehode Island, and met 
12© 
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with a polite, kind-hearted old Quaker, who, in 
the course of conversation, declared that Bishop 
Henshaw was the most perfect pattern of a 
Christian gentleman he had ever seen. In tes- 
timony of this high opinion, he said that he 
intended to obtain for him exclusivo use of Uie 
Union Ohapel in the village where he lived, 
because he was satisfied tliat he could do what 
no other man of liis acquaintance could accom- 
plish — subdue tlie opposition of different and 
discordant sects, and harmonize their religious 
feelings. 

The first Convention of tlie Diocese of Ehode 
Island, after the consecration of Bishop Hen- * 
shaw, assembled in Zion Church, Newport, on 
the 11th of June, 1844. He thus feelingly 
gives utterance to the emotions of his heart, in 
his address to the clergy and laity: 

"Finding myself here in the scene of my 
youthful studies, where my earliest vow of 
fidelity was given, on my admission to the 
lowest order of the ministry, I may well trem- 
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ble at the thought of occupying the station 
once filled by that holy man, whose apostolic 
hands were firat laid upon tliis unworthy head ; 
and cannot but fear, that on a comiiarison of 
his Episcopal services with mine, the latter 
may be found sadly deficient in acceptance and 
efficiency. 

" It is our privilege, however, to imitate the 
examples which we may not hope to equal. 
And among tliose so well accpainted as you 
arc, with tlie pure life, the evangelical spirit, 
tlie catholic doctrines, tlie biblical knowledge, 
the self-sjicrificing diligence, the wide-spread 
usefulness of the fonner Bishop of this Diocese, 
it will be accounted a sufficient honor to his 
successors in the oversight of the fragments of 
what was his joint charge, if they shall be 
found to walk, though at humble distance, in 
the footsteps of the meek, devout, benevolent, 
laborious, apostolic Griswoed." 

It is a pleasing, though a melancholy fact, 
that the first Episcopal act of the new Bishop 
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was performed in St Paul's Okurch, North 
Proyidence, where his honored predecessor had 
last discharged the daties of his office in Bhode 
Island. 

In travelling abont through the Diocese, 
names and places were constantly reminding 
Bishop Henshaw of the past. Thus, while 
speaking of his visit to Trinity Church, New- 
port, he remarks : " To my mind the services 
were rendered peculiarly solemn from the 
interesting associations connected with that 
venerable editice, of which Bisliop Berkeley 
had been a distingnislicd benefactor, and in 
which Bishop Dehon, for a course of years, 
served before the Lord with meekness and 
love." • 

During the first year after his consecration, 
besides performing his duties as Eector of Qrace 
Church, Providence, Bishop Henshaw con- 
firmed two hundred and sixty-six persons, 
fifty-three of whom belonged to the Diocese of 
Maine, over which he exercised provisional 
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charge, until the consecration of Bishop Bur- 
gess, in October, ISiT. 

His visits to this Diocese added considerably 
to his labors, but he was a man who never 
thouglit of himself when Church work was to 
be done. 




INTSBS6TINO MSM0BIAL8 BT ONX WHO KKBW BISHOP HEN- 
SHAW WSLL— BSWILDEBING PBRPLBXITXES — ▲ KIND AND 
6BNBB0UB FRIEND— TWO INOIDBNTS WHIOU dUPEBSTI- 
TION WOULD PltONOUNOB MIBAOULOUS — " IS IT POSSIBLE 

THAT I HAVE OOMB BACK AGAIN INTO THIS WORLD?" 

TUB INVALID OF TWELVB TEARS AOAIN PLACED UPON 
IIEB FEET — QENERAL CONTENTION OF 1845 — ORDINA- 
TION OF HIS SON — CONSECRATION OF THREE BISHOPS — 
TEACHINa PEOPLE TO RESPOND— A HAPPY DAT. 

CLEEGYMAN who deeply feels his 
obligations to tlio late Bishop of Khodo 
^J Itiland, has kindly furnished the fol- 
lowing interesting memorials of him : 
" Tlie tiling uppermost in my mind 
in connection with Bishop IlenshaAV, is the cir- 
cumstance of my entering the ministry, which, 
under God, was brought about through his in- 
strumentality. While at college in Providence 
I attended Grace Church. Having graduated, 
I returned home, and engaged in business. 
Though a communicant of the Ohurch at four- 
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teen years of age, and tlioiigh the question fre- 
quently passed throngli my mind, *Wliy do 
yon not study for the ministry V yet I would 
never allow myself to entertain the matter 
seriously. 

"None of my friends, except my mother, 
favored the idea ; and, moreover, I was exceed- 
ingly fond of business, and would be obliged 
to make a great sacrifice of future hopes and 
prospects to give it up. 

"At this time. Bishop Henshaw sent me 
^vord of Iiis readiness to assist me in entering 
the ministry, if such was my desire. The 
tliought grew upon me, until it was evident 
tliat my mind would never be at rest in busi- 
ness. Tliroiigh a friend in Providence my 
case was laid before tlie Bishop without any 
name being disclosed. lie immediately sus- 
pected me to be the person, and very soon sent 
me a letter so warm-hearted, and so full of en- 
couragement, as at once to make me determine 
to go and see him. At that interview I deci- 
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dad for the ministry, and arrangements were 
made to commence my preparation. 

^^The Bishop took me into his own family, 
where I lived dnring the whole time of my 
theological course, and where I spent the hap- 
piest two years and a half of my lifo. He 
could not have done more for me had I been 
his son. Such an earthly friend I never had 
before, and never expect to have again. And 
there was not the slightest reason for liis taking 
such an interest in me, other than his desire to 
serve the Ohurch of Christ by increasing her 
ministry. 

"His warm-hearted, sympathizing disposi- 
tion, joined to an excellent judgment, and a 
large share of practical wisdom, made him re- 
markable for giving advice and counsel. He 
seemed to have his knowledge and advice 
stored away in such regular order, as to be 
able, with great readiness, to say just the right 
thing for each particular case. He entered 
into one's feelings so kindly and deeply, and 
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gave assistance so readfly, that we could not 
but love him. 

" During our recitations one day, the Bishop 
told us of two incidents in his pastoral life, 
which, he pleasantly remarked, had he been in 
tlio Roman Church, would Iiave passed for 
miracles, and produced for him canonization. 
One was that of a dear friend, at whose bed- 
side he had been called, and who was supposed 
to be dying. 

" Tlie sick man bade farewell to his friends 
who were standing around him, and express- 
ing the hope of soon being in Paradise, he 
closed his eyes, and was believed by all to be 
dead. But the Bishop took some woollen 
cloth, and began to chafe the man's temples. 
After a while he opened his eyes, and looking 
around, exclaimed, * What t is it possible that 
I have come back again into this world f *" He 
recovered, and lived several years after this 
incident. 

"The other occurrence was that of a lady 

18 
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who had not walked a stop for twelve years. 
At one of the Bishop's pastoral visits she ex- 
pressed a desire to be confirmed. After some 
conversation he left the house, promising soon 
to call again. 

^' In the mean wlule tlie thought occurred to 
him of trying what effect working upon her 
imagination might have upon her inability to 
walk. Galling upon her again, ho told her 
that she could be confirmed, but that she must 
walk to tlie church for tliat purpose. 

" Upon her answering that she could not pos- 
sibly walk a step, he insisted that she should 
try every day, and said that he would come in 
a few days to know tlie result When he re- 
pea,ted his visit he found that no progress had 
been made, and the lady expressed her fears 
very decidedly tliat she neve^* would be able to 
walk. The Bishop replied, ^ I cainiot confirm 
you unless you walk to church !' 

^^ He left her, having made her promise that 
she would try still further. At his next visit 
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fihe told liim the joyfnl news that she had 
walked across tlie room ! 

" On Oonfirmation day she walked to churdi 
and received * the layuig on of hands,' and has 
been able to walk ever since." 

I need hardly say that Bishop Henshaw was 
the last man in the world who would have done 
any thing nnkind, but being fully convinced 
that this was one of those nervous derange- 
ments which nothing but the most decided 
measures can relievfe, he did not liesitate to pur- 
sue the course which lias been just described. 

In the autunm of 1845 Dr. Ilenshaw took 
his scat for the fii*st time in the House of 
Bisliops, at the General Convention which met 
in Philadelphia. lie preached the triennial 
sermon before the Board of Missions, and as- 
sisted at the consecration of the Rev. Nicholas 
II. Cobbs, D.D., as Bishop of Alabama, the 
Eev. Carlton Chase, D. D., as Bishop of New 
Hampshire, and the Eev. Cicero S. Hawks, for 
the Diocese of Missouri. 
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We have neitha* time nor space for recording 
his yarions official acts in Bhode Island, and 
can only refer to those which appear to us the 
most interesting. 

On the 29th of June (the same year of the 
General Oonvention), he had the satisfaction 
of admitting his beloved son, Daniel Henshaw, 
to the Holy Order of Deacons. My readers will 
remember him as the boy whom his affection- 
ate fatlier was training np, by God's help, to 
be a clergyman. 

We find the Bisliop pursuing the samo plan 
in his missionary journeys through destitute 
places which we have spoken of in the life of 
Bishop Chase, of Illinois, — distributing Prayer- 
books among congregations wlio were strangers 
to the Church, and teaching them how to re- 
spond. 

Tuesday in Wliitsun-week, June 2d, 1846, 
was a happy day for Bishop Henshaw and the 
members of his parish. On that occasion the 
new and beautiful edifice which had been 
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erected instead of old Grace Cliurcli was 
solemnly consecrated to the worebip of Al- 
mighty God. 

Tlie clergy of Khode Island, and several from 
neighboring dioceses, were in attendance, and 
Bishop Doane, of New Jersey, and Bishop 
Eastburn, of Massachusetts, took part in the 
services. 




▲ BISHOP FOB MAINS— MBLANOnOLT BBBAVI>— AN AQBD 
H0TnBB*8 DBPABT17BB TO HBB BKBT — ^WABNINOS VOB 
not UVISQ — BUDDKN AND ALABUINO ILLNESS — ^PBB- 
MONITIONB or DBATn — ^BISHOP DBNSnAW INYITBD TO 
PBBFOBH BPISOOPAL DUTIES BOB TUB BISHOP OF MABT- 
LAND^FINAL DBPABTUBB FBOM HOMB — ^IlEUNION OF 
FBIBND8 — ^HEETINO WITH A BBLOYBD ABSOOIATB — A 
WEEK OF INOESSANT LABOB. 

*ISnOP IIENSHAWS ovemght of 
the Church in Maine terminated on 
the last of October, 184:7, when the 
Rev. Qeorge Burgess, D. D., was con- 
secrated as Bishop. 
Although the Churchmen of the young dio- 
•oese of the Kortheast could not hut rejoice at 
thus securing a chief shepherd who should de- 
vote his whole time to their service, they will 
long cherish grateful remembrances of tlie 
Bishop of Rhode Island for his kind and watch- 
ful care during the days of their weakness. 
There is so little of general interest to inter- 
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nipt the regular current of events, that we 
need not detain the reader by unnecessary 
details. 

Towards the close of 1849, Bishop Henshaw 
was called to Vermont on a melancholy en^and. 
We shall let him give his own account of it, 
and this is the last letter from him which we 
can furnish. It is addressed to his former 
pupil, Dr. Coleman: 

** Peovidenob, Dec. ]Oth, 1849. 

" Mt DfjVr Friend akd Brother : 

" On my return from Vermont, where I 
have been to engage in the last solemn rites of 
our religion over tlie remains of the best of moth- 
ers, I found your favor of Nov. 23d. My dear 
mother had reached the age of seventy-nine 
without much visible impairment of her physi- 
cal or intellectual powers. Iler health con- 
tinued good up to the very moment of her de- 
parture. She had frequently referred to her 
death of late as an event daily to be expected, 
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and desirable rather than otherwise ; not be- 
cause she was weary of life and found it a bur- 
den (for few enjoyed the society of their friends 
more, or took a deeper interest in passing 
events than she), but because she knew that to 
'depart and be with Clirist is far better.' 

" On Sunday, the 18th, she had received the 
Holy Communion with great satisfaction, and 
on the 25th had enjoyed tlie pleasures of God's 
house at two full services. 

"That evening, in conversation with one of 
my sisters, she expressed a hope that she might 
never need * watchera,' or give trouble to others 
in her last sickness. The 2Gth, after breakfast, 
according to her usual custom, she retired to 
her room for devotional reading; she heard 
her little grand-daughter read a chapter in the 
Bible before going to school ; one of my sisters 
also read to lior in the coui*se of the morning. 

" She was at the front door about half-past 
twelve o'clock, and at a quarter before one my 
sister, Mrs. Whitney, went into her room to 
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Bit with her until dinner-time. My mother 
was seated in the same arm-chair in which my 
father died in 1825 ; the Bible and the Prayer- 
book on the stand before her ; her spectacles 
on; not a limb, feature, or muscle moved, per- 
ftxjtly life-like, but licr heart had ceased to beat, 
and an angel had kissed her soul away. Her 
departure was more like a translation than a 
death. She * walked with God, and is not, for 
God took her.' * We sorrow not as tliose wlio 
have no hope.' Oh, my friend and brother, 
let us * follow those who through faitli and pa- 
tience do now inlierit the promises.' Let us 
be diligent and watchful for our Master's com- 
ing, that we may be found of Him without 
spot, and blameless ! 

" I rejoice to hear such favorable accounts of 
your boys, and pray that my little namesake 
may have grace not only to be an exemplary 
follower of Christ, but a faithful minister of 
the Gospel." 

Bishop Henshaw had enjoyed almost unin- 
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terrupted good liealth, until the summer of 
1848, when he had a Budden and alarming 
attack, giving plain intimationB that a disease 
of the heart, which had caused his father's 
death, might, at any moment, put an end to 
his life. Ue received this sickness as a kindly 
warning from God, and began to set his house 
in order, and calmly awaited the Master's 
summons. 

In 1850 he had another serious illness, 
which deepened the impression made by the 
previous attack. 

About this tune Bishop Whittingham, of 
Maryland, was obliged, by failing health, to 
take a sea-voyage, as offering the only hope of 
recovery, and, in this emergency, he invited 
Bishop Ilcnshaw to perform certain important 
Episcopal duties iii his diocese. 

All parties agreed that the selection was a 
most judicious one, and Bishop Uenshaw him- 
self anticipated much pleasure from the visit 
to his old friends in Maryland. 
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Before leaving home, his whole family as- 
sembled beneath his roof for a domestic festi- 
val, and on the fifth of July he set out from 
Providence, accompanied by his yoimgcst son 
(nineteen years of age), in better health than 
he had enjoyed for years. 

His friends in Baltimore congratulated him 
on his improved appearance, and expressed the 
hope that he had yet many years of usefulness 
before him. 

On the 11th of July he preached and con- 
finned in two churches, in Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Cohimbia, wlicro lie was fortunate 
enough to meet with Dr. Johns, the Assistant 
Bishop of Virginia, the beloved associate of 
his early life. " They met as old friends might 
be expected to meet, who have stniggled side 
by side for long years, not without success and 
not without honor, in the noblest of causes, 
whose spheres of duty are now remote, who 
see the evening of life approach and know that 
the night in which they are to rest is not far 



156 UFB OJf BISHOP HEKSHAW. 

oS, The emotions wliicli men of sensibilitj 
experience under such circumstances the young 
cannot feel, and can hardly understand. On 
this occasion, Bishop Johns obserred in the 
manner of his old friend a x>eculiar warmth 
and tenderness ; and both bore away from the 
interview not only pleasurable emotions, but 
heightened affection/' 

Little could tlie Assistant Bishop of Virginia 
have imagined that his brother in the ministry 
would soon be called home to his reward I 
Yet even tlien, the angel of death was pluming 
his wing for his fatal mission. 

During the next week, Bishop Henshaw 
was laboring with unusual energy, travelling, 
preaching, confirming, administering the Lord's 
Supper, and in spite of the extreme heat of 
summer, was manifesting all the activity of his 
earlier days. 
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( HE Itov. Dn Kcrfoot thus records the 
final labor of Bisliop Hensliaw : 

" Ho oflSeiated, preacliing and con- 
firming, on Sunday (July 18th), at 
PoolesvUle, Md., and on Monday he 
set out to fulfil another appointment at XJrbana. 
One of the wheels of the carriage gave way, 
and had to be repaired. This delayed the 
Bishop, and subjected liim to additional weari- 
ness, as well as to anxiety lest he should fail to 
meet his engagement at the qhurch in Urbana. 

He arrived there, however, m time to preach, 
14 
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which he did with abont his usual energy. He 
dined heartily, and then wrote two letters (the 
last from his pen), changing an appointment so 
as to allow him two or three days' rest and 
recreation at Bath, a watering-place easily ac- 
cessible from his next day's appointment. It 
is probable that he then felt, in the languor of 
approaching disease, some need of rest. One 
.of these letters stated tliat he would not be at 
Bath till the next Friday (the 23d), and would 
on that day come thence to the College of St. 
James, to spend a week there, confirming, or- 
daining, and presiding at the closing examina- 
tions of the academical year. From Urbana 
he rode the same evening (Monday, 19th), 
some miles on towards his Tuesday's a])poiut- 
ment, and stopped for the night at a hospitable 
private mansion, six miles from Frederick. 
Tliere, too, ho appeared hearty and clieerful 
till he retired wltli his son to his room. He 
lay down seemingly in full health. 

" About half-past four o'clock next morning 
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he aroused big eon, and complained of a numb- 
ness on tlie right side, for which some simple 
means of relief were used. But nothing was 
said to his host's family for three hours after. 

"Then medical aid was at once called in, 
and tlie usual remedies applied, but all in vain. 
The jmralysis was evidently the symptom of 
approaching apoplexy. Sleep would come on 
frequently, and though the torpor could be 
checked for the time by a question, or by any 
effort to excite attention, yet it prevented any 
communications to others. 

"Still, whenever the Bishop was aroused, 
his mind was clear, and he knew that his end 
was rapidly approaching, and said so. A few 
directions and messages were given calmly and 
clearly; and wlien he was told that a tele- 
graphic despatch had been sent to call his wife 
to his bed-side, he replied that ' it was too late, 
that he would be gone long before she could 
reach him.' The fortnight they had been 
apart, had been, it is said, their longest separa- 
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tion during a married life of more than thirty 
years. 

^^ His latest words were to his son (who had 
been slightly indisposed), a tender inquiry how 
he felt. At twelve o'clock, m., the deep, apo- 
plectic sleep came on, from which no efforts 
could awake him ; and, at half-past one o'clock 
(Tuesday, July 20th), he breathed his last, 
quietly and without aniy apparent suffering. 
Just twenty-four hours before, he had been in 
the pulpit, preaching his last sermon. The 
next appointed work of his ministry was to 
have occupied tlie very hour in which death 
came to liim. But work on earth had been 
done, and rest and reward came in its stead."* 

The following day his remains were carried 
to Frederick and thence to Baltimore. In both 
places sorrowing friends gatliered around the 
cofiSn to pay the last tribute of respect to the 
departed just. 

o Evangelical Cutholio, vol. i. p. 108, [1852.] 
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The body of the beloved Bishop was taken 
to St. Peter's Church, Baltimore, of which he 
had so long been rector, and which was now 
hung in mourning for liis death. The whole 
city seemed to unite in a heartfelt lamentation. 
Large numbers of persons, of every religious 
denomination, attended his funeral, and the 
Rev. Dr. Atkinson, who had succeeded him in 
the charge of the parish, delivered a very able 
and imprcBsivo discourse, in which ho reviewed 
the life and laboi-s of the deceased. 

Tlie body having been removed to Provi- 
dence, it was placed in Grace Church, where it 
remained on Sunday, the church being closed 
on that day. In the other churches, which 
were hung with black, appropriate sennons 
were preached. 

On Monday afteitioon an immense congre- 
gation crowded the church to attend the 
funeral. Hie introductory sentences were read 
by Bi^hop Doane, and the lesson by Bishop 

Southgate. After the singing of the 189th 
140 
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Hymn, Bishop Williams delivered a discourse, 
marked by great beauty and eloquence, from 
the 112th Psalm and 6th verse : ^' The righteous 
shall he in everlasting remetnlranoe.^^ 

The procession then formed and moved to 
Grace Church Cemetery. It was one of the 
largest ever seen in New England. The ser- 
vice at the grave was said by Bishop Doane. 
Thus all that was mortal of the excellent 
Bishop of Ehode Island was committed to its 
kindred dust. 

He left a widow and four children — ^three 
sons and one daughter — to mourn their irrepa- 
rable loss. 

A beautiful monument has been erected by 
the Diocese of Rhode Island in Grace Church 
Cemetery to the memory of Bishop Ilenshaw. 
"We are glad to be able to present a drawing 
of one side of it at tlio close of this chapter. 
Among otlier inscriptions the monument con- 
tains the following brief summary of liis char- 
acter : 
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"As a THEOLOGiAK, he was sound; as a 
PREAGiiEB, clear and earnest ; as a pastor, faith- 
ful to tlie best interests of his flock; as a 
BISHOP, wise in counsel, and an example in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in faith, in 
piety." 

Although Bishop Henshaw was not a genius^ 
he was what was far better for the Chui-ch, an 
eminently wise and able man, and one who by 
a fair and frank examination of every question 
was enabled to form just estunatcs of men, of 
measures, and of doctrines. 

Unassuming and simple in his manners, and 
entirely free from ostentation, he was well 
fitted for agreeable and affectionate intercourse 
with all who approached him. 

The importance which he attached to the 
ORIGINAL CHARTER of the OhuTch may be dis- 
covered in a single incident. 

After holding service one evening in the 
upper room of an old store, in a place where 
the people enjoyed few religious privileges, a 
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member of the Society of Friends asked him 
who was the founder of his Church — ^knowing 
that all the denominations about had sprung 
from Calvin, or Luther, or John Wesley, or 
Roger Williams, or William Penn, or some 
other man. 

The Bishop replied that " The OmmoH was 
established by the Apostles of our blessed Lord." 

The old Quaker appeared perfectly astounded. 
After some further conversation the Bishop 
presented him with a Prayer-book, and the 
clergyman who oiRciated in that place after- 
wards always noticed the venei*able man 
among the congregation bearing his part in 
the responses. 

No one wlio knew him ever doubted Bishop 
Ilenshaw's fervent piety. He was also a firm, 
intrepid man ; well fitted for the higli office of 
a inilor in the Church of God. 

May the Great Head of the Church raise up 
many more such Bishops to manage the affairs 
of His kingdom I 
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The Committee of the Church Book Society, we can not 
bnt think, made a most jndidotis choice in the selection 
of Mr. Norton to write these biographies, since he had 
Bhown, in several most successful Church works which had 
already appeared from his hand, how well he was qualified 
for such a tnjsk. Nor con he, we are sure, have disappoint- 
ed the Committee in the slightest degree. These several 
lives are not only portrayed with great discrimination and 
great fidelity, but are written in a style so simple, so ludd, 
yet BO forcible, as can scarcely fail to make them both at- 
tractive and impressive reading to the young persons, espe- 
cially, for whose use they are intended. — Churchman, 

Mr. Norton writes with praiseworthy diligence and can- 
dor. His style is ever temperate, his feelings duly re- 
strained, and his handling of the venerable themes 18 with 
becoming modesty and respect. He has fallen upon a vein 
which ought to be worked, and which he is well qual- 
ified to work. We must express a word of satisfection at 
the growing taste which these volumes bear witness to, 
13 
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fas the storieB of men who haye actually toiled and anf- 
feied and triumphed in thia naughty world, instead of 
imaginary heroes and heroUies, whether of the churGh Qt 
of the world. —.^Imerioaii Cfhureh MonUdy. 



These works, while they are Ysluahle as 1 
ahound in interesting incidents in the lives of the good 
men, and we haye no doubt will he eagerly read by tiia 
young.— (7oqm{ Mmenger, 

The idea of forming such a series is a yery happy one, 
and Mr. Norton, who has won a high reputation in the 
Church as a spirited and attractive writer, has executed 
his task with a very commendable measure of impartiality. 
Tiiese volumes form a very appropriate contiibution to our 
Sunday Scliool literature.— Ohrittioa WUnen, 

Interesting and valuable little volumes, finely' printed 
and beautifully bound. This plan of publisliing brief 
biographies of our Bishops is a very important one.— 
Calendar. 

These works are well written and neatly printed, and 
deserve a wide circulation. — Epueopal Recorder, 

The Life of Bishop Chase will be read with great pleas- 
ure by all who love the cause of the Episcopal Church and 
sound educiitiou. It is wxitten in a clear and simple style, 
setting forth, in a happy manner, the more prominent 
tmits of that bold and faithful soldier of Christ, and plo* 
neer of the Church in the West. — WeeUm JEjMMeopaUan* 



U 



lift of i\t %tii, Itnrs Paiip, §.|., tit. 

BT TIIB BIV. D. P. 8ANI0BO, BROOKLTH, B. T. 

18mo. 228 pages. 

Mr. Sanford has done his work exceedingly well, in pre- 
senting so interesting and complete a sketch of one of the 
brightest intellects and most saintly men who hare eTcr 
adorned the ranks of the Church's missionaries — Ckunh 
RtvieWf January f 1868. 



A STORY OF RECENT EXPERIENCE, 

18mo. 106 pages. 

A yery well written sketch of the religious character of 
three schoolmates. It will, we doubt not, impress the 
duties of the Christian life and their necessity on the heart 
of many a careless school-girl. The writer knows how to 
probe the conscience, and to expose the flimsy excuses 
of the neglectoTS of religion. Her earnest work will do 
great good, for it treats the soul and its destiny as reall 
ties not to be trifled with.~(7AtireA Bmew, Jmuary^ 1868. 
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THB IITTLB H0U8EKEEPEB; 
THB OHILDBBN OF FOBEST FUBHAOB. 

BT THB AUmOB OT "CDCID XOOT." 

12mo. 141 pagee. 

The sweet influence of genuine piety In the hmnbleet 
walks of life, in sabduing the pattions, curbing the tem- 
per, and smoothing the manners, Is pleasantly ilinstrated 
in this story.— OKiifvA Smew, January, 1858. 

8UHDAT AT 0ATLAHD8; 
om, 

BT ALIOB B. HATBH (OOUSIV ALIOB)t 

18mo. 146 pages. 

Those interesting portions of Old Testament ffistoiy, 
which always chain the attention of children, are made to 
distill the choicest lessons of Christian wisdom by this 
agreeable writer. — Church Seriew, January, 1868. 

NOT A MINUTE TO SPARE. 

18mo. 116 pages. 

This little TOlume is filled with incidents, showing how 
much is rislced and lost by ' ' not haying a minute to sparo ;" 
imd contains choice directions for the husbanding of time. 

These five Tolumes are neatly published, are handsomely 
illustrated, are well written, and will form valuable addi- 
tions to our Sunday-school and JnTenile libnuries.~<^Mb 
Smeuf, January, 1868. 
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